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IN THE OPEN

By TUBBY TOMS

Nor did Mr. Cottingham stop on,
arquainting this writer with the
‘big oyster shell {vpe. Another he
siiowed me was what is known as
the brick top hypholoma, which
resembies somewhat an umbrella

Take 1t from no less an author-}
ity than O. Cottingham, noted
student ot fungi, right now is the
high tunle of the vear for edible
mushrooms Vilereas most of us
think about mu<hrooms in terms
ot the sprifg morel. ¢r sponze

mushroaom, and the field mush-‘thal has been caught in the wind
romus come dutumn, the man wio and thrown shightly in reverse.

Tts cover is exactly what the,
name umplies, like common build- |
found Here su Marmn Coun- ing brick. The gilis underneath
v a d 192 difterent are spaced a little bit farther

‘ add 43 apart tharn those of the field!
nar ii-iioom. It is highly rezarded)

knows best says otherwise. Per-
haps he ouzht to know. having

by mnshronm fanciers and, Mr. |

Yesterday \r m Cotlingbam says, not easilv con-
Brouzht in a Heae o sacaful of tused waith any cther yvarieties.
specimens. part or a4 bushel he What scares me is {hat Latin Sur‘—!
had just nd norin of the ¢ty name, but AMr Cottingham  of-'
First he wed me a huge ¢ i considerable reassurance by

e e

vhich

ing that he had found only
Wit peisonous variety in
s this year

which he deseribed, and
aptly, as the ovster shell,

&rows on the sides of trees and

stumps in  great profusion. A austier variety he de-
smali one, 4 or 5 inches in as the honey-colored ar-
diameter, looks like nothing more o i, ase the umbrella type.

tep. as the name suagests, is
close to that of dark honey Agan
the Latin name frightens me, but
he sais there's no risk involved in
eating lhem. And the fourth i3y pe
he brought in is a tinv cluster of

than an ovster shell with scalloped
edses Tius is one of t
varieties  that AMr., Cotti:

dries oul in lis basement against
i waen tie weather makes
just a lirtle,

7

mushiroem-hunting

tooc 1ugzed. When the time comes thin-stemmed, orange-colured but-
tha: feels an appetite for fried tons know n as the velvet-stemmed

a fow, zoaks
Uls and they begome

midsaren e |

ihem ;¢! i

collybia  These, he %338, appear
most frequently around the bases

as fresl as they were when irst of st
2 Ty Ry Y i i ;
gethor ‘ aow, o5 I said earlier, Ar, Cot-
faaving seen and vassed tingham bronchr i a large :zan!

prally tone of ovster s ‘of these dainties of the
1 the past, 1 of fuag and insisted that we pat
have kicked myeolt when Mp then. Ho suggested freing them
tngiham said they rated in i bacon grease o hreahfast, or
Yo lerful olase fo th . E # " 1 =0 )
ndes cias o the we wanted to be reallv fastid-

tavle 1f

and that th

o re was no mistaking jous, cook then to a golden hrown
of this pe of n.m.“.“ounﬂ. for the in a 50-30 ; ure ol butter and
poisonous  or nonedible elasses lard. We will follow his mstruce-

So I'm pavsing his information
on 1o some of you hunters who umn eappears Monday, as usual,
arent coming home w 1th_ ;11(‘ youll know that we really enjoved’
tganjo t::1(1 havedsome explaining them. After all, deesn't Mr. Cot-
G 4o to tae good wife. Now yvou tingha ¢ ¥ g 5
e e 1 Dl el gham lecture regular 1_\_ on
] xpert, Mr. mushrooms before the Indiana
Cottuggham,‘ that the oyster sheils!Academv of Quinvan  st-

tens to the letter and if this col-

Slaawa

ABE MARTIN

Next to hat store Ilookin'
glasses nothing's so effective as
a wedge o' mince pie in takin’
the conceit out of people who
feel as young as they ever did
The radio is a wonderful con-
traption for isolated folks
who've peen shuckin’ corn an’ |
milkin’ all day, but the jokes |
take us hack so fer. |

veniure too far away from the
facts of seience?

Winding up his explanation to
this rank layman in the subjeet,
Mr.  Cottingham  leaned back,
siniled a sigh and -~aid: [

“Now and then T find a speci-
men that stumps me. When that
happens I take no chances, [
send them to some university for
iddentification Oh, you know,
there's simplv no end to it: the
field is limutless, {

“Onee in a while you'll cook up

fsome mushrooms and find then
a little tough. Well, isn't heef

steak tough sometimes. toa?”

well, il's easy to make a
ake in the field of any living
thing. For instance, Robbie Robin-
son, The News eartoonist, hands
me a newspaper clipping fivm a
paper 1in Weuser, Idaho. An iadi-
ana el was che ot
at a game warden rion and re-
ported one elk 1o hiz ered:t. The
warden was a I'ttle dubious on
noting that a proiouding hoof had
a shoe yn it  When he lifted the
cover wha! he saw was not an
elk but a burro, skinned and cut
up in the approved manner. No

hante 1




