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Memorial Day and Why We Celebrate It. 

Memorial Day is much more than just a three-day weekend and a chance to get 

the year's first sunburn. It's a time to remember the men and women who sacri-

ficed their lives for their country. Here are some facts to give the holiday some 

perspective. 
Memorial Day was a response to the unprecedented carnage of the Civil War, in 

which a total of some 620,000 soldiers died between both sides. The loss of life 

and its effect on communities throughout the country led to several spontaneous 

commemorations of the dead. 
In 1864, women from Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, put flowers on the graves of their 

fallen soldiers from the just-fought Battle of Gettysburg. The next year, a group of 

women decorated the graves of soldiers buried in a Vicksburg, Mississippi, ceme-

tery. 
Two years later, women from Columbus, Mississippi, laid flowers on the graves of 

both Union and Confederate soldiers. In the same month, in Carbondale, Illinois, 

219 Civil War veterans marched through town to Woodlawn Cemetery in 

memory of the fallen, where Union hero Major General John A. Logan delivered 

the principal address. The ceremony gave Carbondale its claim to the first orga-

nized, community-wide Memorial Day observance. 
Waterloo, New York, began holding an annual community service on May 5, 1866. 

Although many towns claimed the title, it was Waterloo that won congression-

al recognition as the "Birthplace of Memorial Day." 
General Logan, the speaker at the Carbondale gathering, was also commander of 

the Grand Army of the Republic, an organization of Union veterans. On May 5, 

1868, he issued General Order No. 11, which set aside May 30, 1868 "for the pur-

pose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades 

who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion."  

The orders expressed hope that the observance would be "kept up from year to 

year while a survivor of the war remains to honor the memory of his departed 

comrades." 
The holiday was long known as Decoration Day for the practice of decorating 

graves with flowers, wreaths, and flags. The name "Memorial Day" goes back to 

1882, but the older name didn't disappear until after World War II. It wasn't until 

1967 that federal law declared "Memorial Day" the official name. 

https://www.visitcolumbusms.org/things-to-do-and-see/history-and-heritage/civil-war/
https://www.visitcolumbusms.org/things-to-do-and-see/history-and-heritage/civil-war/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Seneca_County_and_the_Civil_War/FqSNCQAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=carbondale+john+a+logan+speech+woodlawn+cemetery&pg=PT118&printsec=frontcover
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/27/us/many-claim-to-be-memorial-day-birthplace.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=9YoEAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA476&lpg=PA476&dq=%22in+this+observance+no+form+of+ceremony+is+prescribed,%22&source=bl&ots=avkflxl-hg&sig=ACfU3U0HeY2IXCwAVXQlOZMjex640pRwWA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjT8e2A077pAhXelXIEHd0uCPIQ6AEwAHoECAsQAQ#v=o
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/civil-war-dead-honored-on-decoration-day
https://web.archive.org/web/20180525172654/https:/www.himss.org/news/why-we-celebrate-memorial-day-united-states
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Recipe:  Easy Sweet-and-Sour Meatballs 

 

Ingredients 
 
1 can (20 ounces) unsweetened pineapple chunks 
1 package (12 ounces) frozen fully cooked homestyle or 
Swedish meatballs, thawed 
1 large green pepper, cut into 1-inch pieces 
3 tablespoons cornstarch 
1/3 cup cold water 
3 tablespoons cider vinegar 
1 tablespoon soy sauce 
1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
Hot cooked rice, optional 
Thinly sliced green onions, optional 

 

 
Directions 
 
Drain pineapple, reserving juice..  Set pineapple aside.  Add enough  
water to juice if needed to measure 1 cup. In a large skillet over medium heat, cook the meat-
balls, green pepper and juice mixture until heated through.  In a small bowl, combine the 
cornstarch, cold water, vinegar and soy sauce until smooth.   Add brown sugar and reserved 
pineapple to the pan; stir in cornstarch mixture.   Bring to a boil; cook and stir until thickened, 
about 2 minutes.   If desired, serve with rice and top with green onions. 

Prep/Cook Time  30 mins       Total Time 30 mins 
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We are doing Creative Corner grab–n-go kits until we are able to meet again in  
person.  This month’s craft kit will be a DIY Shadow Box.  Kits will be ready for pick up 

by Tuesday,  May 18th;  please call 574-893-3200 to reserve yours.   There will be a  
limited supply (patterns and colors will vary).   This will be posted to both our website  

www.bell.lib.in.us and our Facebook page  www.facebook.com, search for Bell Memorial 

Public Library.   If you decide to participate and create the craft project at home, please 

share a picture of your completed craft with us on our Facebook page.; we’d love to see 

what you are doing!  Happy Crafting! 

~Creative Corner~ 

~Kids/Teens & Young Adults~ 

Kids:  Story Hour every Friday. at 10:00 a.m.   Children listen to stories and 
create a craft related to that week’s theme.   
 

Teens & Young Adults:   
 
Teen Book Club:  Tuesday, May 4th and May 18th from 4:30 p.m.—
7:00 p.m. 
 

Teen Craft Night:  Thursday, May 13th from 4:30 p.m.—7:00 p.m.  
Teens will be creating string art.  All supplies needed will be provided 
at no cost.   
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Hoopla is a digital media service that allows you to borrow movies, music,  
audiobooks, e-books, comics and TV shows to enjoy on your computer, tab-
let, or phone. With no waiting, titles can be streamed immediately or down-

loaded to phones or tablets for offline enjoyment later; titles cannot be 
downloaded to computers.   

Come see any staff member at Bell Memorial Public Library for  
information on how to get started.  

Download the free app today ! 

Just Added to Hoopla Digital!  

Wi-Fi Hotspots!   

No Internet access at home? Let the Library help with that.  

Bell Memorial Library is circulating 4 Internet Hotspots. 

These devices are about the size of a large cell phone and 

connect the user to the Internet via cell phone towers. The 

device will circulate for a week with a possibility of renewing for an additional 

week (as long as there are no prior holds,  units can be reserved.   For more 

information, contact Stephen Boggs at (574) 353-7234 or via e-mail at 

sboggs@bell.lib.in.us  
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Coming Soon!!! 
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Mentone was featured in the May 2021  
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edition of Food Network’s Magazine! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 
Teen Book  

Club  

4:30 p.m.—

7:00 p.m. 

5 6 7 
Story Hour 

10:00  a.m. 

8 

9 10 11 12 13 
Teen Craft  

Night 4:30 

p.m.—7:00 

p.m. 

14 
Story Hour 

10:00  a.m. 

15 

16 17 18 
Teen Book  

Club  

4:30 p.m.—

7:00 p.m. 

19 20 21 
Story Hour 

10:00  a.m. 

22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 
Story Hour 

10:00  a.m. 

29 

30 31 
 

     

 


