bers of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers,
both in the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath
or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever
be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United
States.

Article. VII.

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient
for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying
the Same.

Done inConvention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present
the seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United
Seates of America the Twelfch In Witness whereof We have hereunto sub-
scribed our Names,

GO. Washington— Presidt
and deputy from Virginia

New Hampshire Pennsylvania Virginia
John Langdon B Franklin John Blair-
Nicholas Gilman Thomas Mifflin James Madison Jr.
Robt Morris
Massachusetts Geo. Clymer North Carolina
Nathaniel Gorham Thos. FitzSimons Wm. Blount
Rufus King Jared Ingersoll Richd. Dobbs
James Wilson Spaight
Connecticut Gouv Morris Hu Williamson
Wm. Saml. Johnson
Roger Sherman Delaware South Carolina
Geo: Read J. Rutledge
New York Gunning Bedford Charles Cotesworth
Alexander Hamilton jun : Pinckney
John Dickinson Charles Pinckney
New Jersey Richard Bassett Pierce Butler
Wil: Livingston Jaco: Broom
David Brearley Georgia
Wm. Paterson Maryland William Few
Jona: Dayton James McHenry Abr Baldwin
Dan of St. Thos.
Jenifer

Danl Carroll

“To give a new system ils proper valid-
ity and energy, a ratification must be
obtained from the people, and not
mevely from the ordinary authority of
the Legislatures. This will be the more
essential as inroads on the existing
Constitutions of the States will be
unavoidable....”

James Madison




THE BILL OF RIGHTS.

Amendment [.*

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of grievances.

* The first ten Amendments (Bill of Rights) were rarified effecrive December 15, 1791.

Amendment II.

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State,
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment III.

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without
the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in 2 manner to be pre-
scribed by law.

Amendment IV,

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers,
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated,
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the
persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for
the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall be
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall
private property be taken for public use without just compensation.

Amendment VI.

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein
the crime shall have been committed; which district shall have been previ-
ously ascertained by law;, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have com-
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assis-
tance of counsel for his defence.

Amendment VII.

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried
by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States,
than according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII.
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX.

The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be con-
strued to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

“The Constitution is itself in every
rational sense and to every useful pur-
pose, a Bill of Rights.”

Alexander Hamilton



Amendment X.

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or
to the people.

Amendment XI. *

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of
the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of
any Foreign State.

* The Eleventh Amendment was ratified February 7, 1795.

Amendment XIL.**

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for
President and Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabit-
ant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the
person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as
Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as
President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number
of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed
to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President
of the Senate;-The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the
Senate and House of Representatives, open all of the certificates and the
votes shall then be counted;-The person having the greatest number of
votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a majority of
the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such major-
ity, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three
on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives
shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the Pres-
ident, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state
having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall
be necessary to a choice. [And if the House of Representatives shall not
choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them,
before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall
act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability
of the President—]* The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-
President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the
whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then
from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-
President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole
number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary
to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of Presi-
dent shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.

** The Tawelfth Amendment was ratified June 15, 1804.
* Superseded by section 3 of the Twentieth Amendment.

Amendment XIIL*

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a pun-
ishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall
exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appro-
priate legislation.

*The Thirteenth Amendment was ratified December 6, 1865.

“I am for preserving to the States the
powers not yielded by them to the
Union, and to the legislature of the
Union its constitutional share in the
division of powers; and I am not for
transferring all the powers of the
States to the general government, an
all those of that government to the
Executive branch.”

Thomas Jeffers



Amendment XIV.**

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of
the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States;
nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several
States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of
persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to
vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and
Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is
denied to any of the male inhabitants of such state, being twenty-one years
of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for
participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein
shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens
shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in
such State.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress,
or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or mili-
tary, under the United States, or under any State, who have previously taken
an oath, as 2 member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or
as a member of any State legislature, or an executive or judicial officer of any
State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged
in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the
enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House,
remove such disability.

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, author-
ized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties
for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned.
But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or
obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United
States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such
debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate
legislation, the provisions of this article.

**The Fourteenth Amendment was ratified July 9, 1868.

Amendment XV.*

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race,
color, or previous condition of servitude.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

*The Fifteenth Amendment was ratified February 3, 1870.

Amendment XVI.**

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes,
from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several
States, and without regard to any census or enumeration.

** The Sixreenth Amendment was ratified February 3, 1913,

.. Qur forefathers, who brought forth
on this continent a new nation, con-
ceived in liberty and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created
equal.”

Abraham Lincoln
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Amendment XVIL***

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators
from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six vears; and each
Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifi-
cations requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State
legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Sen-
ate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to fill
such vacancies; Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower
the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill
the vacancies by the election as the Jegislature may direct.

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or
term of any Senator chesen before it becomes valid as part of the
Constitution.

w#% The Seventeenth Amendment was ratified pril 8, 1913.

Amendment XVIIL*

[Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manu-
facture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation
thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all terri-
tory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby pro-
hibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent
power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the sev-
eral States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date
of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.]

* The Eighteenth Amendment was ratified January 16, 1919. It was repealed by the Twenty-First Amend-
ment, December 5, 1933.

Amendment XIX.**

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.
% The Nineteenth Amendment was ratified August 18, 1 920.

“We will not hold ourselves bound
to obey laws in which we have no
voice or representation, until now,
woman’s discontent has been steadil
increasing, culminating nearly thirty
years ago in a simultaneous moveme
among the women of the nation,
demanding the right of suffrage....It
was the boast of the founders of the
republic, that the rights for which the
contended were the rights of human
nature. If these rights are ignored in
the case of one-half the people, the ne
tion is surely preparing for its down-
fall. Governments try themselves.
The recognition of a governing and a
governed class is incompatible with
the first principles of freedom.... &

Susan B. Anth

The 19th Amendment represented a victory for the
Suffrage Movement in 1920 by giving women the
right to vole.




Amendment XX.*

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at
noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representa-
tives at noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms
would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their
successors shall then begin.

Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once every year, and
such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd dav of January, unless they shall
by law appoint a different day.

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the
President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall
become President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time
fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed
to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a Presi-
dent shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case
wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have quali-
fied, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one
who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a
President or Vice President shall have qualified.

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death
of any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose
a President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and
for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may
choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved
upon them.

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October
following the ratification of this article.

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-
fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its
submission.

* The Tentieth Amendment was ratified January 23, 1933.

Amendment XXI*

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of
the United States is hereby repealed.

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, "lerritory,
or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating
liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several
States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of
the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

* The Tawenty-First Amendment was ratified December 5, 1933,

Amendment XXII**

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President
more than twice, and no person who has held the office of President, for
more than two vears of a term to which some other person was elected
President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But
this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President
when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any
person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as President,
during the term within which this Article becomes operative from holding
the office of President or acting as President during the remainder of such
term.




Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-
fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its submis-
sion to the States by the Congress.

**The Tventy-Second Amendment was ratified February 27, 1951.

Amendment XXIIT*

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the
United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the
whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the
District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the
least populous State, they shall be in addition to those appointed by the
States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of
President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they
shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth
article of amendment.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

* The Twenty-Third Amendment was ratified March 29, 1961.

Amendment XXIV*

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any
primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for
President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress,
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason
of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

“The Twenty-Fourth Amendment was ratified January 23, I 964.

Amendment XX V**

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his
death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice Presi-
dent, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office
upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his
written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of
his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the con-
trary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as
Acting President.

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the
principal officers of the executive departments or of such other body as
Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written decla-
ration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his
office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of
the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written
declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of
his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the principal
officers of the executive department or of such other body as Congress may
by law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro tempore of the



Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written decla-
ration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his
office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-
eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-
one days after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
vote of both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers
and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the
same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers
and duties of his office.

** The Twenty-Fifth Amendment was ratified February 10, 1967.

Amendment XX VI*

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen
vears of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of age.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.
*The Tewenty-Sixth Amendment was ratified July 1, 1971.

“Whilst the last members were signing
it,” wrote Madison, ““Doctr. Franklin
looking towards the Presidents’chair,
at the back of which a rising sun hap-
pened to be painted, observed to a few
members near him, that painters had
found it difficult to distinguish in their
art a rising from a setting sun. I have,
said he, often and often in the course
of the session, and the vicissitudes of
my hopes and fears as to its issue,
looked at that behind the President
without being able to tell whether it
was rising or setting: But now at
length I have the happiness to know
that it is a rising and not a setting sun.

»

Madison’s notes
September 17, 1787.




