”the railroad ‘equipment.“Then dri

- man immigrants who used the area
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~An Hntereshng Part
0f Our Herlfage

By WJLLIAM DARR
One can get a. ghmpse of the past
by _takmg a"look at "the - present
First; drop by the rak station in.

: ,Warsaw in the mornmg or evening
-»when"the passenger tram stops to '
' 'pick up'or leave off passengers; and.

: then observe the size and the style of

.-on' North: Hickory Street,’ which has™
"the Conrail tracks. runmng down the -

.. middle of the street, to. exper:ence

‘the feehng of. a rallroad track'ina’.
"“place usually. reserved . for' motor
;vehicles. ‘Both ventures: used ‘to ‘be i
"“common, every-day expenences in
" ‘Warsaw-and i in:Kosciusko. Cmmty

. Railroads have played.an zmpor’
“tant role in_ the development of.
Kosciusko County ‘All:"cities and |
towns, ‘with the exception of North

; Webster -are located by, and grew
up along, “these” ‘ribbons; of steel.:
ost-of, the rallroads 0 east-west .
nd connected the ‘industrial East -
with' Chicago and the. West.” These
nes were - constructed after the
Civil War and into the Tafe’ 1800s by
Eastern investors. However one of
these railroads, which no longer ex-"
ists, was a local phenomenon.

A lake east unf Warsaw had beeu

i i mfested ‘with:" bulIfrogs
dead treesand having an abundance
“of low and marshy ground This area ..
had been. partially developed in the
11880 by the Beyer brothers,’ Ger—,“

‘as.a small recreational : area;..and..
- used the water. £rom the natural spr—-

" “théy purchased from local farmers, .

New-York and: Bust,o ; ¢
IN THE ‘L'ATE 18808 a
Presbyterian minister, whose father
~had been. one of the founders of |
'Wabash College was lookmg for a*
‘place tolocatea Chautaugqlia and Bi-
‘ble conference in the Midwest. The
Chautauqua movement, ‘which got*
its name from an upstate New York-
town of 'the ‘'same 'name, was a.
: system “of brmgmg cu]ture and
- education“to- the- common people.
One has to remember that there
were no telemsmns VCRs, radlos or
~movies at i

i 1»-%,

23 Sol D1ckey was that Presbyte an :
“i :minister; and he felt that this Spring -

Fountain® Park - ared; would be
perfect for a Christian’ Chautauqua

So arrangements were made for its

- purchase from the Beyer brothers,
and the lake and the area were

- renamed Winoria. - /
Obvtously, it would require more.

" than the 5,000 citizens of Warsaw to =

provide the crowds to attend such -
gatherings. "Transportation of the
~ day was more or less limited to

bicycles; horse and buggy, and the -
taam railrnad.

P

M&m o Zﬁr&.«-){/

|road Wy/?ﬂ

ings to cool the 'eggs and butter that -

‘and then Sh.lpp(’d and sold these pro— )
ducrs to markets in such' 'places as

.The main line of the .

Sealed ¢

i terurha,

EDITOR’S NOTE: The accompa-, - Sept. 1,
nying article is the second in a series rom Pag‘e a) gasiengl
Written by. the fifth class .of - the. ; digzoe?_
ntir

Kosciusko Leadershlp Academv It

“is geared toward other members of' € Rd, g }]umtwn
ihe group as parf of a final project. N egste Stc:ite Rd 1 1‘9112'1 G.f
" “Twenty-five people, chosen on 1 County JOg in Fultoy : ;a‘_l"ﬂad'
recommendation of board members Dboin 100 South, 4¢ g }‘ezght s
and employers, fook part in the 16~ 1the West o eWm 8 ray ;’t ftf;]e Wi
sessions making up the academy. d of§ : e
Seminars dealt with various topics,. . T, i iaﬁd Indi
with one of tha goals being the or Ocated
development _of “informed and. ﬁ?,»mm“e[
" capable leaders.’ The final pru|ec1 theﬂfn_al,
essays analyze sarious community serv'a”m
~challenges, -listing .. factual tm”meb
background, then making recom- b eys c;
mendations. The reports will be. hEI‘aVeJ 1
featured each - Tuesday in The Tﬁlalltqn
Tlmes-Umon } ” ﬁn‘:}!
track used by the shuttle train would " - esel pg
" no longer be available for local use,; : - isibla Cost- of g
The economic Survlval of Wmuna 3 con t‘j e e 2 Pléﬂt and
depended on the guests delivered to- fued throygy aging “
its gates by this shuttle, and without i prohibitiv
the “‘dummy’’ the future of Winona - * ‘- Car’ ‘of fh or Winona g,
Lake- as a -Christian- Chautaugua. _*. 2 ’ rel ) i Warsaw 5
center was in doubt. In 1902; 12 Pen-: .~ c"l\res ) Wabash
nsylvania and eight ‘“Big Four’ g 8 3,0Ces like iy Deferred
- passenger trains stopped in Warsaw ! fz'gg,p'o na Py were top ey
- each day. Imagine, for a moment,’ o 90 . Ser. SXpected ;
... what it would be like for 10,000 peo-- 3 An in. ment of ¢,
_ple, on a busy day,to be’ transported. EIStEd of 27
the three miles between the Warsaw. etween (
‘train . stations . and’-Winona' “‘Lake: J . tracks at t
+ utilizing horse and buggies on. un-: 5 fei‘ica “fVa_r‘Saw by
paved streets. W'nona was ing a. ssion Big Four
mg}or problen. I the ﬂs;grgt;;:
merica, a: the’ :
tury, was devc"*mg a.great deal of its’ P}E_F S of the
:energies to achieving technological- Visible frop.
superiority ‘over .the: fest of  the Rd, 15 Ty
“world, This was the era of gredt in- what is oy
ventors and inventions, and among - ‘-‘w'Ves on th
these inventidns, was the” electric afDﬂg the ea,
trolley.. The' trolley  car: e - Leesburg 5,
. powered..by. electmml;y.:arhlch was' affuch of the
supplied to the trolley by means of le. The trq
- an overhead wire.,. . . - along Detro;
‘. Thus, the nece331ty of getting middle of
visitors between  Warsaw- and vicinity of N
_ Winona Lake seemed, to the board’ C‘::f;élenrj Stree
ey w

" of directors of the Winona Institi-
tions, as a natural use of the electric
trolley, and as a -result of Winona
and Warsai, Ral]road was incor-
porated on Oct."30, 1902, to carry
guests to and from Wmona Lake, '
The Eastern border of Warsaw, in
"1902, was in the vicinity of Bronson
Street, The land between this .area
and ‘Winona Lake apparently ‘was
"mostly farin ground. ‘There was a
“golf ‘course in the area of present
“.day OEC, Arnolt's and Armstrong
» ‘Products companies. The streets of
. Warsaw, with the exception of the
uplnwn arca which were -paved in .
1903, were gravel. The trolley tracks
- were placed in the middle of the city
streets A ‘local historian described
‘the scene as “awful lines of big poles
on either side of the street and with
wires that were suspended from the
' poles.” These tracks were of stan-
dard gauge, the distance between
the rails, and used wooden ties. The
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~and buggy, and.the
e e ‘-a-'-d i the rails, an used W

* bicycles, horse 2
T steamm railroad: The main lin e Tails, sed Woo
~Pittsbureh, Fort Wayne -2 nstallation qooked ~SIMIAT: L
Chicago Railroad, later-the Biogiii v Tdern railroad, with the exceptio
sylvanial',‘ and now com'aﬁ;'f“raﬁ_ f,the}_gverhead w;res::Thg illtfstcars
through both Winona Lake and War- .- v;_’er#_a,'pulled py a -small steam
saw.. There: Were stations in oth engine, : because the electm'cal
-plé\cés.’;-Warsaw"'Was also served - generating facility and e}gctrlca‘i
-+ ‘trom the north and the south by the - 'd:ismtl"_‘tu?i“ equipment had ‘_}‘?tpe?“
: inci i Chi “completed. © o Ry
Clevelatd %2;;’2;?3'0?715;50‘3;‘; . THE ORIGINAL "POWER  house
was in the red brick building that

uth end of the present
rmerly Litchfield, plant on

5 track ran Tom
troit; then

New York Central,
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stands between Liake anh
Washington str¢ets- The “Big Four” Market -OnLEf e
passenger station “was i the area . arket to L te’ ;‘; ‘3‘:
whers the offices of the Little Cro Center where it turne ba
& Company now stands at’ ast; on Center: Stree e single
¢ Hickery ab “Ma ran dowit the middle of Center
| y an area between Maple and Bron:
" gylvania station was 10 behi son streets where f*passing’. trac
.~ the mobile home park on Kings were install . The track continu
getting Off the “east o1l present day Center Streetto ..
what is now McKinley, Street. 'I_‘hgre,
aban-

- Highway. People BEC :

;Pennsy!vama and the“BigFour" 1 I Nnow
- warsaw,. would e Dt the location of 3 8000 0

" gylvania Railroad wgipmmy,” *OF:% doned Conrail siding, track turn-

chuttle train, which consisted of a ed south S

. steam engine and several passenger they passe under.

. TRailroad. tracks

This underpass,

cars, for the trip betweerl Warsaw
and Winona Lake, which in 1 _house. ! L
: Crowds entrance t0 Gatke’s, Was especially
“of the W and

" made 16 round trips a day-
: ips 8 G2y 3 ‘constructed for use'©
area betweeD -

from . all over Indiana’ and the
Eastern part of the United States "Today‘ the grassy the Wi
poured into Winona Lake tor its pro- Gatke s'par'!n.ng lot and the & “ﬁ?
grams, and the healthful relaxation Hotel gives little evidence ha %
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‘ AUSE e ansnppeaaare \
grl;v(:\t;:ec:; Et:é P‘s:s':,ysaido;etﬁ " railroad statiosh, office, and jeD-

trance gate tothe grounds of Winona -
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crease in its freight and passenger
traffic, the Pennsylvaniz ‘Railroad
served notice in 1902 that it would be
“double ‘tracking” its line, and the .
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