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“I come here 1o Jind my-
self—it is so easy to get lost

in the world.”

—John Burroughs




Introduction

Nearly two thousand years ago Pliny, in a letter to Gallus,
wrote this: “Those works of art or nature which are usually
the motives for our travels by land or sea are often neglected
if they lie within our reach—whether it be that we are natu-
rally less inquisitive concerning those things which are near
us; or, perhaps, that we defer from time to time viewing what
we have an opportunity of seeing when we please.”

The Department of Conservation, with the splendid co-oper-
ation of the citizenry of Indiana, has undertaken to preserve
for our present enjoyment, and as an heritage to those who
follow us, those rare bits of scenic loveliness, or those hallowed
historic shrines, which would otherwise have paid the penalty
of our inherent racial neglect. Through the public press we
have been taught to appreciate “those things which are near
us,” and we marvel, incereasingly upon each new rendezvous
with Indiana, at the scenic beauty and historic importance
of our erstwhile neglected possessions.

Most Hoosiers remember, as though it were yesterday, the
heroic fight waged by a few folk of rare vision to save Tur-
key Run from utter ruin. “The measure of a master,” says
Emerson, “is his success in bringing all men round to his
opinion twenty years later.” The battle of Turkey Run was
a bitter first engagement, and one does not forget the men
and women whose heroic efforts here, served to usher in a
new epoch in conservation. From this beginning has devel-
oped the great system of state parks and publicly owned do-
mains which has been the envy and inspiration of other states.

All this has not simply “happened.” It has meant years
of patient plodding, over paths beset by difficulties. It would
be a shortsightedness, indeed, were we to forego a grateful
tribute to those members of the Conservation Commisgion and
to Col. Richard Lieber, its sole Director, whose years of faith-
ful, unselfish service have served definitely to establish a con-
servation program ahead of our time, looking far into the
future. What has been done already is unbelievable. Within
a few years, and with strict economy, many past hopes have
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8 ' TURKEY RUN STATE PARK

become realities—and we are devoutly appreciative and
thankful.

Come grey days, when nerves push into each other and
families cease to be upon speaking terms, City noises dis-
tract, or our own small horizon cloges in upon us. In the

lap of nature. So numerous, now, are our parks—and so
diversified in character—that one may spend weeks, without
flagging of interest, in making their cirecuit, We may per-
sonally conduct ourselves from one charming landseape to

comforts provided for. Our parks belong to all of us—they
have become g part of the fabric of oup citizenship.

—F. Y. Guernsey.




The Acquisition of Turkey Run State Park

In the latter part of the year 1915 a small group of enthu-
siasts, composed of Richard Lieber, Juliette Strauss, Dr. Frank
B. Wynn, Sol 8. Kiser and Leo M. Rappaport, conceived the
idea of raising a fund by popular subscription to be used for
the purchase of Turkey Run and to present the property to
the State of Indiana the following year as a centennial gift.
At this time the estate of the former owner was in process of
settlement, and it was known that the property would be of-
fered at public auction the following spring.,

Efforts were made to interest people throughout the state,
but it was soon found that the actual money raising would
have to begin in Indianapolis. Accordingly, a group of busi-
ness and professional men was called together for luncheon
at the Commercial Club of Indianapolis, where the project
was presented. No one seemed willing to start the subscrip-
tion list, and finally one of the members of the original group
made the first offer to subscribe $100.00, Immediately another
man in the group criticised the offer as setting a pace which
was too high and stated in proportion it would appear as
though his subseription should be at least $250.00, and that he
did not feel like subseribing so large a sum. The matter was
debated at some length and finally Mr. J. D. Adams, who had
been reared in that part of the country, came to the rescue
with the statement that under all circumstaneces this property
should be acquired, and that he wag willing to make a dona-
tion of $500.00. With the ice thus broken the committee had
its start and eventually succeeded in raising a total of
$20,000.00.

The auction sale took place in April, 1916. Lumber deal-
ers throughout the state had been asked to refrain from bid-
ding. The appraisal on the property was in the neighbor-
hood of §15,000.00, and the committee felt certain that it not
only would be able to buy the property hut that it had suffi-
cient funds with which to pay for the same. It soon found,
however, that it did not have a clear course. Another bidder
appeared, representing a lumber company, who wanted the
property solely for commercial burposes, and after a spirited

)




10 TURKEY RUN STATE paRk

contest in bidding the broperty was knocked down to him fop
$30,200.00,

The original committee did not lose its courage and imme-
diately began negotiations with the burchaser, who offered to
surrender the Property to the state after he haq stripped it
of its valuable virgin timber. This the committee indignantly
declined. Eventually it received from him an offer to sell the
Droperty, intact, at an advance of $10,000.00. This meant
that more funds would have to be raised. 1In October, 1918,
the committee succeeded in interesting Mr. Carl G. Fischer

company donate 109% of the broceeds of the next Decoration
Day race. He was successful in thig matter and great credit

were Mr. Fischer’s associates at that time in thig enterprige.
Furthermore, Mr. Newby made a personal donation of $5,-
000.00, and in later years helped to purchase some land adjoin-
ing the state park.

With thege added funds, plus a part of 4 $20,000.00 appro-
priation by the General Assembly of 1817, the committee was

property, viz.: 283 acres, consituting the original state park.
—Leo M. Rappaport.




The Park’s Facilities

Turkey Run State Park now comprises 1,150 acres, nearly
all of the area is heavily wooded, and 285 acres of the tract are
of virgin timber—in which there has never been any cutting.
Taken as a whole, it represents one of the finest forest areas
in Indiana or, for that matter, in the Middle West.

The situation, along both banks of Sugar Creek in upper
Parke County, provides a natural setting, rugged in charac-
ter, for which glacial action is responsible. High walls cut
from the solid rock, to which cling myriads of small plants
and wild flowers, overshadowed by the massed, lace-like foli-
age of the hemlock, present a changing vista of rare beauty.

To reach Turkey Run one should follow State Road 41, from
which a short connecting road brings one to the park gates.
If coming by rail, train service is available to Marshall over
the B. & O. Railroad, thence one takes motor livery for the
three remaining miles.

At Turkey Run ample provisions have been made for the
comfort of the thousands of guests who come to the place
yearly. Turkey Run Inn is the original state park hotel, and
has been long noted for the excellence of its simple service.
Recently the Inn has been greatly enlarged and improved,
and now provides 100 comfortable and commodious rooms.
The new dining room, with an enlarged and thoroughly mod-
ern kitchen, has been planned to render prompt and efficient
service at all times and to meet all emergencies. In addition
to the facilities of the hotel a number of cottages have been
provided. These contain sleeping rooms only. They will be
found comfortable and convenient for those who prefer the
more secluded quarters which they offer. Turkey Run’s fa-
mous chicken dinners are served on Sundays. Reservations
should be made to TURKEY RUN INN, MARSHALL, IN-
DIANA.

Ample parking space has been provided at the park and
provision has been made for those who bring their own tents
or outdoor sleeping equipment. Fireplaces, water and wood
are provided for campers, dressing rooms for bathers, and
there is absolutely pure drinking water supplied from driven
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wells. A playground has been installed for the benefit of the
smaller children,

NATURE GUIDE SERVICE

In the park are 30 miles of foot trails which lead to many
points of scenie and historic interest, such ag Rocky Hollow,
Turkey Run Hollow, Log Cabin, Log Church and Walnut
Grove. Thege trails are plainly marked and numbered go that
they may be easgily followed, Small trail maps may be had
at the hotel, :

A Nature Guide Service wag instituted at Turkey Run in
1927, since which time it has continued, during the months of
June, July and August, with g marked increage in popularity.
This service, which is free to all, has served to familiarize the

animal and plant life not usually discoverable to those: who
have not Specialized in nature study. The lectures, en route,
are not technical or ultra scientific, but are intended to con-

as to those who have a more definite interest in scientific
study. The daily “nature hikes,” starting from the hotel at
8:30 a. m. and 1:30 p. m., are comprehensive in character and
are meant to help the visitoy to a general appreciation of the
interesting natyral and historic features of Turkey Run. On
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays parties are conducted tp
those secluded portions of the park where one may best hear
the song of the summer birds. Even though this necessitates
the setting of alarm clocks at 5:00, the experience is one not
soon to be forgotten.

Where it is not found convenient to accompany the natyre
guide upon hig Journeys about the park, silent nature trails
have been provided. Thig means, simply, that the interest.
ing features along the various trails have been plainly marked
50 that one may take the trailg leisurely and alone, depend-
ing upon the printed data to inform him of the points of
interest,

Each night of the week, except Saturday (which is given
over to the usual weekly dance), lectures are given at the
hotel. The subjects vary hut are 80 chosen that interest does
not flag. Moving pictures and photographic slides are used
to illustrate these lectures.




OLD LUSK TAVER
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“Time flies and draws us with it. The moment in which T am spealk-
ing is already far from me.”
—Boileau.

The History of Turkey Run

The Indian name for Sugar Creek, it is said, was Pungose-
cone. Although the authority for the name hag not been ob-
tainable, it has been derived from the Algonquin and is prob-
ably compounded from the Lenape words “pungo” or “pungh,”
and “saucon’ or “sakunk”—which, together, refer to ashes
(dust or gunpowder) at the mouth of a stream. Though one
must always conjecture, more or less, upon the intent of such
Indian words, it is probable that this has some legendary or
traditional import, most likely connected with the discovery
of the burnt ruins of a former Indian settlement at the mouth
of Sugar Creek. Hough has applied to Sugar Creek the sup-
posed Miami name, Keankiksepe, the meaning of which is not
quite clear. In the Lenape dialect the word for sugar was
“schiechikiminschi,” and the former word is possibly a cor-
ruption from a similar Miami word, with the terminal “sepe,”
which means a river or creek. It is well known that we are
indebted to the Indian for the discovery of the process of mak-
ing sugar from the sap of the maple tree, and it is probable
that the tribes in the vicinity took stock of the abundance of
sugar-making material at hand, as did the white settlers who
followed them.

Before the days of the first white settlement, and for some
vears afterward, the vicinity of the bpresent Turkey Run was
a favored haunt of the Indians. There were long established
villages of the Kickapoo, Piankeshaw and Wes nearby. In
Parke County, too, was the reservation of Ambroise Dazney,
who had seen service at Kaskaskia and Tippecanoe, and who
was a valued friend of Governor Harrison. His wife wags
Meshingomeshia—*“the beautiful burr oak”—a Miami of his-
toric importance. Her brother, Jocco, was the head of the

(15}




16 TURKEY RUN STATE PARK

Wea band of Miamis who lived at “Qld Orchard Town,” near
the present site of Terre Haute, which tribe later removed to
the Sugar Creek reservation. This reservation fell, in time,
to Christmas Dazney, a son of Ambroise and Meshingomeshia,
He was exceptionally well educated, spoke English and French
with fluency, and was master of the various dialects of the
Indiana and Illinois tribes, He served for many years as gov-
ernment agent and interpreter at Fort Harrison. His wife
was a Mohegan woman of refinement and education.

Near Rosedale was the historic mission of Rev. Isase MecCoy.
Thus it may be understood that Turkey Run and its environs
were, in a large degree, concerned with the history and legend
of the red man. The pioneer white families found an ac-
quaintance with these sedentary and peace-loving tribes more
to be cultivated than shunned. Such men as Christmas Daz-
ney were, in fact, superior in education and acumen to most
of their white neighbors, as was often the case where there
was an admixture of Indian and French blood.

Ed £ #* w &

To this sparsely settled region came Captain Salmon Lusk
with his bride, who had been Polly Beard. This was in the
spring of 1821, after the debacle at Prophetstown had relieved
the danger of residence in northern Tndiana. Captain Lusk
was a Vermonter who had ventured into Indiana at an early
date, had enlisted in the army of General Harrison, and had
participated in the battle at Tippecanoe. For military serv-
ices rendered his country he was granted a patent to a par-
cel of land, probably of his own choosing, in the Sugar Creek
country. For a number of years after the defeat of the
Prophet a military post was maintained at Fort Harrison,
above Terre Haute, and it was from this post that Lusk and
his wife came, traveling upon horseback, as was necessary
when the only roads were often mere trails through the
forest.

It may be presumed that the picturesque beauty of the re-
gion about the Narrows to which he came appealed strongly
to this young man from the Green Mountains—besides, it
offered advantages which young Lusk seized upon with the
instinet of his ancestry. The site was ideal for water power,
and he constructed a grist mill as a first impulse.
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In those days New Orleans provided the chief market for
flour and mea] and for cured meat., The annual spring fresh-
ets enabled him to convey thege commodities by flatboat down
to the Wabash, thence to the Mississippi. Not the least valu-
able commodity of thege cargoes was the flathoat itself, which
was, in fact, a raft of veliow poplar timber, useful in building
construction and utilized under the nhame of “tulip wood” by
the cabinet makers of the old South, Captain Lusk brospered
and expanded in his enterprises. The N arrows became gz

route to New Orleans. Here rough characterg sometimes
congregated, and many stories are told of the high play at
cards which sometimes ended in the loss of valuable cargoes
through an hour's gaming,

Until 1847, when the great flood ip Sugar Creek swept

continued. Thig catastrophe ended Torever the Jife of “Lusk’s
Mills.” Traces of the former tavern still remain opposite the
old mill site, but there is virtually no evidence left of the once
thriving business center. The Ingenuity of the day in which
“necessity became the motheyr of invention” ig interestingly
illustrated at the site of the former mijll, Here, where the
entire structure was set upon a massive deposit of sandstone,
the millrace, as wel] as the supportg upon which the timbers
rested, have been carved from the solid rock,

trim selected blaclk walnut was deemed the only wood worthy
of use. There was no skimping of material, and the house
will stand for generations to come,
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“There ig 10 such thing ag solitude, nop anything that can be sajd
to be alone and by itself, but God.”
—Sir Thomas Browne,

The dividing line between eccentricity and genius is the
Mmerest thread. A twist in another direction would perhaps
have made of John Lysk another Thorean. He loved hig heri-
tage—ag is 1o be expected of one who hag grown up in the
lap of nature. He cared little for men—not at al] for women.

'y Seen guest entered Thereafter Lusk liveq the life of 4 re-
cluse, confining hig occupancy of the house tg g single room ]
Here he hved-—preparmg his own simple meals and paying no s
» heed to the niceties of housekeeping. He read the Bible, an \

heritage of his pigneey ancestry, and merely scanned the news-
papers which came to him. Fop books, in general, he cared
little. The bapers he threw aside to accumulate in vast, dis-
orderly heaps, 1t became hecessary to dig out from this
impedimenta, Upon occasion, as one makes a path through the

| beloved treeg into joists and scantlings,

In the colorless “eighties,” when folk walked afielq and bi-
| cycling became 5 near mania, Lusk’s Woods came to he a pop-
¢ ular resort, In thoge days the blace wag known as “Bloom-

ingdale Glens,” ang the name clung to it fop years thereafter.
The olq Indianapolis, Decatur & Springfield Railroad cop-
ceived the idea of converting it intp 4 Summer regort, Execyr-
sions were run to the Glens, an eating place Wwas established
and tents were set up for those who wished tq tarry for g
day or so. Finaneia] difficultieg forced the Company to aban-

(19



ate for Several yegrg ubon the same pblan. 1y 1910 it was
leased again, to R, P. Luke, under whoge and Mpysg, Luke’s
Management the place Waxed in Popularity ang became the

over hig heritage, Perhaps, after all, phe
than we are prone tq believe him, At all
thig day of grace, respectg his Memory,




“Now we learn by what patient periods the rock is formed. It is
a long way from granite to the oyster.”
—Emerson.

Geologic History

The geology of Turkey Run may be said to have begun when
the great masses of sandstone, from which the gorge is carved,
were deposited upon the vast inland ses which covered this

field, this great sea became shallow, being replaced by marshes
of no great depth. In these marshes, under tropical condi-
tions, a rank vegetation sprang up. Here flourished the lordly
evergreens of Carbonic time—the Lepidodendron (sometimes
called the “Scale Tree”) and the Sigillaria, whosge trunk bears
a delicate seal-like impression upon ijts surface. More than
a hundred varieties of the former have heen described, some '
of whose trunks have measured a hundred feet, The latter,

o

Here, too, grew the Calamites, or giant rushes, and tree ferns
of bewildering variation. Thig accumulated vegetation was
at length buried under subsequent deposits and later trans-
formed into coal under the great bressure which resulted.
Following this came marine conditions similar to that which
exists under our bresent seas until several hundred feet of
sediment had been deposited above the massive layer of Mans-
field sandstone. Later this sea receded permanently and land
conditions prevailed. Then followed a long period of weath-
ering and erosion, during which time prodigious layers con-
taining coal, hundreds of feet in thickness and overlying the
sandstone, were removed. The reader will realize that we are
talking, not in hundreds and thousands of years but in geo-
logic ages when we speak of these various pbhases.

Ages, then, went by—ushering in new events. The climate
gradually changed until it became very cold, approximating

(21)
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the present Arctic conditions, until, upon the scarred surface

of the Mansfield sandstone, there rested thousands of feet of
ice which, moving slowly southward, cut deeply into the sand-
stone upon which it rested. Again the climate became mild,
the ice retreating meanwhile and at length disappearing. In

its wake were deposited immense quantities of loose sand,

gravel, clay and boulders, brought from the far North—filling
in the former valleys and destroying the existing systems of

drainage. During this process the raging water carved new

channels for itself, establishing an entirely new drainage
system.

Sugar Creek was one of these newly made streams and be-

came a part of the new drainage system, cutting its way easily

through the drift deposit and on through the underlying sand-

stone. The surface water of the region, now assuming the

proportions of a devastating flood, concentrated at a depres-
sion along its course, which point was t

he beginning of Turkey
Run. Through thousands of years, subsequently, the ero-

sional force of water has been continue

d, lengthening and
deepening the gorge thus formed. The upper layer of sand-
stone, more resistant

because of compounds of iron and silica
which cemented and strengthened it, has disintegrated less
rapidly than the underlying strata; so that the gorge has not
widened as rapidly as it has deepened. The erosion of the
softer layer underneath has been augmented by cracking and
splitting due to freezing, with the result that the gorge is
often wider at the bottom than at the top.

Thus, to geologic processes, We owe much of the charm of
Turkey Run. These varying phases of the earth’s history
may be studied with ease and certainly with profit by the
non-scientific visitor. The erratic boulders which one picks
up, carried upon the glacier’s back from the “Land of Snows,”
may tell us somewhat of their former habitat and much of the
uncanny force of glacial action. Along the stream channels
may be found numerous cauldron-like basins in the gandstone.
These are the so-called “glacial mills,” which are precisely

like those which may be seen in the famous Glacier Garden of

Lucerne. They are the result of the erosional action of gla-

cial cataracts which, with the aid of the abrasive force of

stray boulders caught in some rock depression, have whirled

about till the softer rock mass has been hollowed as with a
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chisel—the abrading boulders assuming the shape of an al-
most perfect sphere. Then, too, one may chance to discover
some lingering souvenir of the coal-measure era—a fragment
of some onece living plant—noew a sermon in stone. To the
diligent searcher after knowledge here are opportunities
galore.

At a number of points along Turkey Rumn, particularly
through Newby Gulch, one may observe examples of the curi-
ous and interesting formation known as calcareous tufa, some-
times improperly called tuff. TUnderground water, and sur-
face water as well, often possesses great disintegrating force.
In this state it dissolves more limestone than it can carry
away in solution—thus percolating waters throw down a de-
posit of calcareous limestone which, upon exposure to the air,
hardens into a compact mass. If there is a rapid motion to
the water, as when it is dashed into spray in a cascade, car-
bonic acid gas is liberated—thus rendering the lime insoluble
and hastening the process of deposition.

If we were to examine one of these newly made rock masses
we should find it to consist of fragments of wood, broken
twigs, leaves, mosses and other organisms, coated over with
the deposited lime—or in a complete state of petrifaction.
Thus it is possible, at Turkey Run, to study the actual proc-
esses through which fossils have been formed. The forma-
tion of tufa is often quite rapid, as, for example, there are
certain deposits in Sicily in which the rate is one foot in four
months.

If it were possible to look upon the Turkey Run of inter-
glacial times we should have much difficulty in recognizing
the fauna which existed here. Today, in northern Indiana,
workmen often come upon the semi-fossilized bones of these
creatures buried in some glacial deposit, from which we are
enabled to definitely determine the character of animal life
which existed here before the advent of man.

Of the elephant tribe we have the mammoth and mastodon—
cumbersome creatures akin to our modern species. The musk-
ox, or ovibos, once made this region their habitat—though
now found only in the far North, much varied in type. The
giant beaver, or Castoroides, would have dwarfed his modern
descendant. Strange as it may seem to us, the camel once
flourished here, though quite different in form from that with

3—45974
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which we are familiar. The giant sloth, in many variations
of size and bearing an armor-plate of small bones secreted
under the skin, crippled his way through the Indiana forests;
his claw-feet bent inward so that he must walk upon their
sides.

Tt would be tiresome to mention the wide variety of ani-
mals and birds which were indigenous to northern Indiana
when Turkey Run assumed its present contour. It is inter-
esting, though painful to our state pride, to know that many
of the notable specimens of these extinct creatures were first
discovered in Indiana, but grace the museums of other states.
Many notable collections gecured at great expense in Indiana
have found their way to foreign museums, while our own state
has not yet provided a fitting building in which they might
be preserved for all time.

ALONG A TRAIL IN WINTER

Der-
was
te’s
the




“No tree in al] the grove but hag its charm;
Tho each itg hue peculiazr.”

—Cowper,

The Trees of Turkey Run

When one bossesses trees of the height ang girth of thoge
in Turkey Run the gods shoylq be thanked—not forgetting,
of course, the men of rare vision who have breserved them.,

Indiana that they may be counted upon the fingers, with dig-
its to spare, How rare is the Tulip tree, that cousin to the
Magnolia, which stands alone in itg genus in America, When

10 feet in diameter, The largest Tulip tree in Turkey Run
has a circumference of over 14 feet, which ig rare in thege
days. No forest tree S€ems 8o erect and stately—when in
blossom it Jjustifies the wisdom of Indiana’s choice of her state
flower, for it is as interesting in strueture as it is beautiful,

among the rarest trees in the state, here found in great abun-
dance. The foliage is ag delicate ags o]q lace and vibrates to
the slightest breeze. Thejp spider-like root formation may be
observed along the gorges, where they have reached out like
tentacles for Support. The Yew tree, also an evergreen and
Very rare in the state, hangs from the cliff edges down into
the hollows, In the fall its req berries are conspicuous.

The largest tree in the park, and there are more than sz
hundred with 5 circumference of Over seven feet, is the “Big
Sycamore,” on Trail 1, This hoary veteran hag gz girth of
2014 feet and Seems to belong to some othey country and age.

along the water’s edge look as if splashed with whitewash by
SO0me  careless painter., Some of our Indiana artists, not

(25)




SYCAMORE GROVE

pledged to the hee
the most satisfyir
size to the sycamae
white oaks, the elz

One may roam !
yons, each turn of
usual beauty. Gz
graceful branches
ments. One can
green leaf of sprix
foliage to russet a:

In Turkey Run
state, the trunk =
a Poplar. These ¥
est green, served z
their soft but ter
craftsman. It has
and many rarely b
their color softens
ancestors.

With the first .
showy cloud of w
clusters of green
Here, where it 1
branches, the Dog
where thoughtless
trees, which are 1
slaughts of those »

The Red Bud, 3
dominates the spri
ets on the outski
contrasting with a
of the blossoming
Wild Crab, the Ju
Pawpaw lend thei:
the visitor to take

One should lear
the finer details of
enjoy them. Thes
Muir has said. It
the Persimmon is



ments. One can not say whether they are lovelier in the
green leaf of SPring or when the first frostg have turned their
foliage to Tusset and gold.

In Turkey Run is Probably the largest Wilg Cherry in the
state, the trunk rising to g height of ninety feet, straight ag
a Poplar, Thege waxen-leaved trees, with Toliage of the dark-

est green, served ap utilitarian Purpose in pioneep days, when

showy cloug of white blossom, replaced ip mid-summey by
clusters of green berries, which autumn turnsg to crimson,

ets on the outskirts of the woods, itg rose-purple blossoms
contrasting with 5 background of green. It is one of the first
of the blossoming trees to hoist its colors to the breeze, The

Muir hag said. It ig interesting' to know, for instance, that
the Persimmon ig a brother to the Ebony. When we admire
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the delicacy of some rare wood engraving we will be grieved,
perhaps, to know that some fastidious Dogwood has been sac-
rificed to provide the block upon which it has been cut. The
common post-card, which Unecle Sam sells us for a penny, has
derived its tough and unabsorbent surface from the crushed
fibers of the Tulip tree.

Our vacations at such places as Turkey Run are unfruitful
if we do not profit from the more serious purposes of nature
study, for which they offer a full measure of reward to those
“immortals’” who live to learn.
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“And because the breath of flowers is far sweeter in the air than
in the hand, therefore nothing is more fit for that delight than to know
what be the flowers and plants that do best perfume the air.”

—Bacon.

The Wild Flowers of Turkey Run

The wild flowers of Turkey Run—how they delight our
senses by their delicate beauty and the wide variety of their
coloring. Their subtle fragrance belongs to the forest re-
cesses where they thrive. It would seem that all the wild
flowers in Indiana had congregated here. Dr. John Coulter,
Indiana’s own beloved botanist, has told us how many of our
wild flowers have “moved” from other states, and from regions
far remote from us, so that we may trace the migrations of
our flowers as we do those of our pioneer families.

Very early in the spring a race is run for the honor of being
the first to bloom—the Spring Beauty, Hepatica, Adder’s
Tongue, Anemone and Bloodroot striving for honors. Two
relatives of our cultivated flowers enter the lists, the quaint
Dutchman’s Breeches and the little Squirrel Corn—both near
kin to the Bleeding Heart of our gardens. In the lowland
the Virginia Cowslip, or Blue Bells, grow in showy clumps.

Quite soon follow the Rue, Anemone, the white and purple
Cress, Violets—blue, yellow and white—the waxy Trilliums
in a wide variety of form and color. The Fire Pink, with
its red star-shaped flower, prepares the way for the pale or
spotted Jewel Weed, which blooms in mid-summer.

The succession of flowering beauties is continuous. The
dainty Dogtooth Violet, the Cypripediums, which belong to
the Orchid family and are known to us as the Moccasin Flower
and Whip-Poor-Will’s Shoes, the Chick Weeds, Wild Blue
Phlox, Stonecrops, Wild Ginger and Pepper Root, the Celan-
dine Poppy, ask for our more intimate acquaintance. The
Greek Valerian, which nods like the Blue Bell, the Hound’s
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Tongue, which has come to us from Asia, and the Beeksteak
Plant, or Lousewort, which hails from the East, each appeals
to us because of its individuality and associations.

Among the flowering shrubs are the Leatherwood, which
has an affinity for the high banks of streams and bears a mod-
est blue flower. The Spicebush, which is in fact a Laurel,
covers the slopes with a massive green foliage, its yellow
flowerettes appearing before the pungent leaves shoot out.
Both of these shrubs bring thoughts of bygone days, where,
in pioneer times, they served economic purposes. The tough
bark of the former provided thongs for mending harness and
for tying bundles, and the latter, beside its medicinal use as
a tea, was used in lieu of allspice, the dried buds offering a
competent substitufe in revolutionary time and after.

In mid-summer the wild flowers become less conspicuous,
but late summer ushers in a new riot of color. The Wild
Plum, the Wild Crab, the White Bladderwort precede the Cone
Flowers, the Asters, the Iron Weed, the Joe Pye Weed and
several varieties of the Golden Rod. The Wild Bergamot,
which has a refreshing mint fragrance, and the Wild Hy-
drangea give a delightful color scheme of lavender and white.

The Lobelia, Sunflower and Wild Lettuce come at this time,
as do the charming yellow flowers of the Toadflax, commonly
known as “Butter-and-Eggs.” In the uplands under beech
trees may be found the parasitic Beech Drops or Cancer Root,
and under the hemlocks on the high ridges may be seen in
profusion the delicate white, pipe-shaped plants of the Indian
Pipe. This colorless wax flower, sometimes called the Ice
Plant, grows also in Japan, when the native artists seem to
have become fascinated with its chaste but mysterious charm.

To enumerate the flowers of Turkey Run would be as tire-
some as the compilation of a dictionary, for more than four
hundred varieties of herbaceous plants alone have been found
here. A check-list of its wild flowers would fill a volume.
Perhaps no other branch of nature study will so fully repay
the adventurer into its realms as that of botany. Here, at
Turkey Run, may be found a true botanist’s paradise.



“This great solitude is quick with life;
And birds that scarce have learned the fear of men
Are here.”
—Bryant.

The Birds of Turkey Run

What the bird population of Turkey Run must have been
‘in an early day would demand the imagination of a true
naturalist. Today, including the migratory species and those
who pay chance visits, nearly two hundred varieties have been
registered by Mr. Sidney R. Esten, who is upon intimate terms
with these bird friends of man.

In Audubon’s day, and as he and other early naturalists and
travelers have recorded, vast flocks of Wild Turkey, Carolina
Parrakeets and Passenger Pigeons were native to Indiana.
The last two, with the magnificent ivory-billed Woodpecker,
have succumbed to the persecution of man and are known to
us only through the pathetic specimens preserved in museums.
One of the last remaining colonies of Parrakeets is reported
to have been found northwest of Lusk’s Mills in the winter of
1842 by Mr. Return Richmond. Mr. Richmond, upon felling
a hollow sycamore tree, discovered several hundred of these
birds, who had taken refuge within the hollow trunk and were
4o chilled from the cold that they were unable to move. In
order to prevent the birds from freezing Mr. Richmond sawed
off a section of the trunk containing the birds, which un-
wieldy cage he rolled to his home, covering the ends with
netting. Upon the return of clement weather they were set
free.

The Wild Turkey, indeed, was so numerous as to give rise
to the name of Turkey Run. What is now called Turkey Run
Hollow served in an early day as a place of refuge for thou-
sands of these birds, whose “roost” was provided by the great
rock crevices of the hollow. An early hunting story tells of
the discovery of perhaps the largest flock ever seen in the
vieinity. The birds were discovered a short distance from
the canyon, and to this they escaped. Almost immediately
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the hunters arrived at the spot, but the birds had disappeared
so completely that not one was to be seen. The occurrence is,
even today, a mystery, but it is probable that there existed
some hidden cavern, yet undiscovered, through which they
made their escape.

In the heyday of Lusk’s Mills the Passenger Pigeon was so
numerous as to sometimes darken the sky. Thousands of
these birds were caught in nets, and the pigeon squabs were
packed in barrels and shipped to the city markets for human
consumption. The market became so glutted that shipments
were refused, and thousands of these beautiful birds were fed
to the hogs.

Throughout the entire vear the visitor to Turkey Run is
permitted to share the society of these graceful songsters who
contribute their cheerful voice and their colorful beauty to his
pleasure. During the summer months the Cardinal, Robin
and the Wood Thrush vie with each other in scaling the upper
registers of song. The Phoebe may be discovered carrying
provender to their hungry progeny, whose gaping mouths
yawn from a well construeted nest attached to some project-
ing rock. The Chipping Sparrow ventures up boldly to one’s
very feet, in quest of seeds or crumbs. Almost as venture-
some is the Tufted Titmouse, who scampers over camp tahles
in search of crumbs. On Monday mornings, after Sunday
guests have taken their departure, the Carolina Woodpecker,
the Downie and the saucy Jay swing about the refuse bas-
kets, having much ado to keep .their balance but managing
to gorge themselves to the bursting point.

Along the trails in the spring flashes of color cross one’s
path—living bits of red, yellow, green and blue—as the war-
blers pause on their northward flight. At night, from hotel
window or through the tent’s thin walls, one may hear the
weird night cries of the Whippoorwill, or the almost human
voice of the complaining Owl.

Of nesting birds there are around eighty resident species
at Turkey Run, sharing with human visitors the home which
nature has provided for them.

There are some sinners among the birds as with the human
race, but they are in the minority. Upon acquaintance we
find these feathered folk to be charming companions, meeting
us half way and repaying courtesies shown them. 8o human
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are they that such nature lovers as John Burroughs has given
them human attributes, as when he ecalls the Crested Fly
Catcher the “Wild Irishman of the Forest.” We should be
thankful for the birds of Turkey Run—there are so few bird
friends left us where civilization has been set up—and should
pay them our respects and grasp the wing of fellowship which
they offer us.

THE OLD SWINGING BRIDGE OVER SUGAR CREEK



| Trails and Trail Distances at Turkey Run

J There are nine labeled trails in Turkey Run State Park,
L ‘ totaling sixteen miles in length, and fourteen miles of unla-
|
|
|

beled trails. To enjoy best the beauties of the park you are
advised to wear hiking clothes and low-heeled, serviceable
shoes. It takes about five days for the experienced hiker to
cover all the trails of the park, as it is necessary in many
cases to go over the nearer trails several times to reach the
outlying trails.

The following list of the trails gives the distance of each
from the hotel and return; also some of the points of interest
on each. From the hotel to the suspension bridge and return
the distance is one mile, and this should be subtracted from
the following trail distances if the hike is begun and ended
at the bridge.

Trail 1. 234 miles. Along the south shore of Sugar
Creek past the swinging bridge to the covered bridge, then
south to road, east along road through campground to hotel.
This is a comparatively easy trail with but few places to
climb. Interesting places: Lover’s Lane, Hawk’s Nest, the
large elms, the sycamore grove, the largest walnut in the park,
Goose Rock, Ship Rock, the largest tree in the park, Lusk’s
Till.

Trail 2. 3 miles. Either along trail or through the camp-
oround and down the steps. From Trail 1 Trail 2 leads up
Newby Gulch, across the plateau, across the road (Trails 1
and 2 at this point are together) through the woods for about
one-fourth mile, then west through Gypsy Gulch and Box Can-
yon to swinging bridge and back to campground and hotel.
Interesting points: The Tuffa Beds in Newby Gulch, the _
High Bridge over Newby Gulch, the Overhanging Rock Cliffs ' |
in Gypsy Gulch, and Box Canyon and many wonderful ferns.

Trail 3. 214 miles. Take Trail 1 to swinging bridge, and
after crossing Sugar Creek go up Rocky Hollow (Trail 4) .
for about one-half mile, then west through woodlands, down ‘|
the ladders in Bear Hollow, east by river down ladders in Lad- !

der Rock, back to swinging bridge. Interesting points: Rocky
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Hollow, Edge Rock, the Punch Bowl, Bear Hollow, the Ice | | 9
Box, Wedge Rock and Ladder Rock. { ’
Trail 4. 3156 miles. Trail 1 to swinging bridge, thence up 1
Rocky Hollow, turning at the head of the hollow, through |
woods to Lusk Home on the hill above the Narrows, back to
campground or hotel by way of Trail 8 or Trail 3 along Sugar | |
Creek to swinging bridge. Interesting points: Rocky Hol- | 1
low, Yew Trees, Edge Rock, Punch Bowl, Lusk Home, the Old \
Mill Site, the Covered Bridge and the Coal Mine. |

Trail 5. 4 miles. The same route as that taken for Trail 3. - ‘ |
Trail 5 branches out from Trail 3 and extends for some dis- | \
tance west of Trail 3 through the woods. Instead of going ‘
up Rocky Hollow, Trail 5 can be reached on Trail 3 by going
west from swinging bridge up through Ladder Rock. Inter-
esting points: The Ice Box, Wedge Rock, beautiful woodland
scenes with ferns and flowers.

Trail 6. 14 mile. From Sunset Point down to Turkey Run
Hollow, up hollow to road. This is the shortest trail in the
park. Interesting points: The Overhanging Cliffs, under
which the wild turkeys came to roost, the Cement Bridge over
Turkey Run Hollow and Sword Moss, which is found only in
a few places in North America.

Trail 7. 34 mile. From Sunset Point down into the hol-
low, west up cliff around Inspiration Point, through wcods
and down the hollow to Sunset Point. Interesting points:
Mosses, Walking Ferns and Yew Trees, good view of Sugar
Creek and Overhanging Cliff's.

Trail 8. 314 miles. Along Trail 1 to swinging bridge.
After crogssing bridge go east along creek to coal mine, then
north on Trail 8 to junction with 4, east (right) through
woods to Lusk Home, west along the edge of field to coal mine
and Trail 3 to swinging bridge. Interesting points: Coal
Mine, Ferns, Flowers, Lusk Home, Narrows, Mill Site.

Trail 9. 4 miles (via Ladder Rock), 414 miles (via Rocky
Hollow). This is the longest and hardest hike in the park,
for in order to reach Trail 9 parts of Trails 3 and 5 have to
be taken. Trail 9 extends from Trail 5 west through falls
and boulder canyons. Interesting points: The (lacial Boul-
ders deposited many years ago when the great glaciers from
the North covered this area. Many of the same points seen
on Trails 3 and 5.

\’;, B




Distances to Various Points of Interest in
Turkey Run

From Hotel to Swinging Bridge (via Trail 1 through campground or via
Trail 1 along Sugar Creek)-—one-half mile,

From Hotel to Covered Bridge and Lusk Home by Trail 1—1% miles.
By automobile—214 miles,

From Hotel to Box Canyon—3% mile, (Trails 1 and 2.)

From Hotel to Gypsy Gulch-—3 mile, (Trails 1 and 2.)

From Hotel to Punch Bowl—3% mile. (Trails 1 and 4.)

From Hotel to Ice Box—32 mile, (Trails 1 and 3.)

From Hotel to Goose Rock and Ship Rock—7% mile. (Trail 1.)

From Hotel to Coal Mine—3% mile. (Trails 1 and 3.)

From Hotel to Big Walnut—4/5 mile, (Trails 1 and 2.)

From Hotel to Big Sycamore—1 mile, (Trail 1.)

From Hotel to Big Tulip—14 mile. (Trails 6 and 7.)

From Hotel to Log Church—14 mile, (W. along road from west en-
trance, across cement bridge over Turkey Run Hollow, and through
woeds by an unnumbered trail.)

CAMPING GROUNDS
(38)
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Interesting Places at Turkey Run

1. The Lusk Homestead, the Narrows of Sugar Creek, the
Covered Bridge, the Old Mill Site and other points of inter-
est connected with the history of Salmon Lusk, Polly Beard
Lusk and John Lusk can be reached by Trail 1 along Sugar
Creek or by automobile from the west entrance east to the
front entrance and north to the Lusk Home.

2. The State Cabin on Sunset Point is a short distance
northwest of the hotel. This cabin was built by Daniel Gay
about 1841 and moved to its present site in 1917. Several
of the logs of Tulip or Yellow Poplar are 30 feet long, 30
inches wide and 6 inches thick. :

3. The 0ld Log Church is located on the ridge above Tur-
key Run IHollow. It was formerly used in 1875 and was
moved to the park in 1923. It is a sample of pioneer church
used by early Hoosiers.

4. Goose Rock, on Trail 1, is between the Covered Bridge
and the Swinging Bridge. It is so named because of its re-
semblance to a goose head, as viewed from Trail 1 east of
the rock. The legend of Goose Rock relates that Johnny
Green, the last Indian of the area, was shot as he sat fishing
on this rock.

5. The Swinging Bridge across Sugar Creek was built in
1918. It is 4 feet wide and is hung on two 174-inch steel ca-
bles which are anchored on one side to a rock ledge and on
the other in a fifty-ton cement base. Before this bridge was
constructed the method of crossing to the foot of Rocky Hol-
low was made in an old flatboat which saw service from 1884
to 1917.

6. Lugk’s Fill, on Trail 1 south of the Covered Bridge, was
John Lusk’s attempt to build a roadbed and at the same time
to construct a fish pond. This fill, which runs south and along
the top of which Trail 1 runs, took three years of fruitless
labor and cost many thousands of dollars. It was abandoned
and the present road east of it made.

7. Gypsy Gulch and the Falls, on Trail 2, are found in the
gection of the park underlying the rocks on the south side of
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Sugar Creek. This area was known to the pioneers as the
Falls. Here Salmon Lusk, John Lusk and the others for many
miles around came for their picnics. In 1910 a pony called
Gypsy fell over the cliff, and since then the name Gypsy Gulch
has been given to the area, which is one of the most attractive
in the park. : i

8. The Coal Mine, on Trail 2, was used by John Lusk for
many years as the source of his coal supply. The shaft and
the old track used in drawing the coal out is still to be seen.

9. Rocky Hollow is on Trail 4 north of the Suspension
Bridge. This is the most ostentatious hollow of the . park.
The lower part is wide and in some places has 80-foot cliffs.
Near the mouth of the hollow is Edge Rock, which many vears
ago fell from the cliff above. The upper part of the hollow
is narrow, and steps cut in the rock are used in the passage
along its rocky sides. In the upper part of Rocky Hollow
is the Punch Bowl, a geological formation 15 feet across and
6 feet deep, caused by boulders being swirled around by the
rushing waters at the time of the melting of the glaciers.

10. The Ice Box, on Trail 3, west of the Suspension Bridge,
is an interesting glacial formation which is of circular shape
and about 80 feet in depth. In it is Wedge Rock, a formation
in the shape of a slice of pie.

11. Turkey Run Hollow, although not of great length, is
one of the widest and most beautiful in the park. It was
under the overhanging rocks of this hollow that the wild tur-
keys roosted in the past, and the bank and rough-winged
swallows now nest in crevices in the rock. In this hollow,
also, the very rare Sword Moss is to be found.

12. Boulder Canyon, on Trail 9, is in the farthest west
section of the park on the north side of the creek. It is a
beautiful canyon which contains the best examples in the park
of the various water-worn rounded boulders deposited in the
area by the receding glacial ice masses.

13. The Sycamore and Walnut Groves on Trail 1, just
east of the Swinging Bridge, contain some of the finest speci-
mens of walnut and sycamore trees in the state. The light-
barked sycamore trees, with the great trunks, and the tall
stately walnut trees, often with no branches for ninety feet,
are the oldest inhabitants of Turkey Run.

14. The Big Tulip or Yellow Poplar, on Trail 7, is one of
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the finest examples of the trees most often used by the pioneer
Hoosiers to construct their log cabins. Throughout the park
are a number of great tulip trees. Several are to be found
near the hotel.

15. Lover’s Lane and the Hawk’s Nest are on Trail 1
along the creek from the hotel to the Swinging Bridge. Here
are the large trees, elms and sycamores, forming a shady can-
opy over the trail. From Trail 1 Hawk's Nest, a huge ex-
posed rocky cliff on the opposite side of the creek, illustrates
the type of place utilized by hawks, phoebes and swallows as
nesting sites.



Park Rules

Visitors are requested to observe the following rules in
order that we may fulfill the purposes for which state parks
were established, namely: THE PRESERVATION OF A
PRIMITIVE LANDSCAPE IN ITS ORIGINAL CONDL
TION:

1. Do not injure any structure, rock, tree, flower, bird or
wild animal within the park.

2. Firearms are prohibited.

Dogs are to be kept on leagh.

%

4. There shall be no vending or advertising without per-
mission from the Department of Conservation,

5. Camps are provided. The camping fee is twenty-five
(25) cents per car or tent for each twenty-four hours

or fraction thereof. Please put waste in receptacles pro-
vided.

6. Fires may be built only in places provided.

7. Motor vehicles shall be driven slowly and on established
roads. Park in designated places only.

8. Bathing is limited to such places and times as the De-
partment of Conservation deemg safe.

9. Drinking water should be taken from pumps and hy-
drants only.

The failure of any person to comply with any provision of
the official regulations (published and placed in effect Sep-
tember 15, 1927) shall be deemed a violation thereof, and such

person shall be subject to & fine as provided by act of March
11, 1919.




