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They Made $13,000 in Three Years

They Now Have Housing Capacity for 3600 Hens

new fields brought success
to the Creightons in the
poultry world.

But let us leave success to see the
dark side that preceded it, for the
path leading to it is not rosy, but at
the same time not thorny enough
to be discouraging.

Ten vears of teaching in
rural, grade and high schools
alternated somewhat with a
vear at the Indiana State
University, a short term at
Purdue, and some time in the
army led to poultry, but not
directly.

There was a 38-acre {ract,
part of the old Creighton
homestead, waiting to be
farmed, so Hobart, the elder
of the two brothers with whom this article
is concerned, decided to raise hogs. Iis
father, now retired from farming, had
done well with hogs; so it was logieal for
the son to build a 30 by 120 hog house and
proceed. The younger Creighton, Rus-
sell, took active charge of the hog farm
while Hobart, the elder, taught school
to help finance it.

“When the bottom went out of the hog
market I went with it,”” Hobart remarked
in way of summing up the hog episode.

N IDEA, a hog house, and
A courage to venture into

Staked All on Pouliry

The ‘boys stuck their heads together
and decided to try poultry. Hobart was
to continue teaching while Russell started
poultry, and on that basis a partnership
was formed. Hobart, who owned the
farm, furnished that while Russell stuck
his meager savings into it.

A survey of the situation revealed that
the old hog house could readily be con-
verted into a laying house. The farrow-
ing pens were ripped out, dropping
boards and roosts were installed and the
house was made ready.

During the winter of 1924-25, three
thousand White Leghorn chicks were
ordered for spring delivery. At the same
time, ten coal brooders were bought and
set up 10 the hog house, for it was neces-
sary to save, and anyway the house was
not needed until the pullets were ready
to go in for the winter.

Only 2,800 chicks arrived, however, on
the set date; so only nine stoves were used.

“All went well, especially well in view
of our inexpericnce,”’ declares the elder
Creighton.

“It was tough sledding that summer.

Hobart Craighton

By L. M. KLEVAY

LR

Coal cost money, feed cost money, and
there was nothing coming in.

“A four-acre potato patch and good
potato prices saved the day for us,”
Hobart reminisced. “We were lucky,
for that was not planned,” he added.

1,200 Pullets Housed

I'welve hundred pullets were put in the
house for the winter. ‘““We put in every-
thing and kept all of them in all winter
for we knew nothing about culling,”
Hobart admitted rather shamefacedly.
But luck and foresight in making the
chick purchase from a good man came to
the rescue. In spite of the lack of culling
the flock averaged 190.2 eggs per bird
for the year.

This is a remarkable record for any
flock, but for a flock of 1,200 unculled
pullets, it is simply marvelous. I saw the
records, merely written on the wall of
that house daily, not a good record sys-
tem, but significant in its meaning, and I
saw how these 1,200 birds laid in the
neighborhood of 20,000 eggs each month
of the year. Some months less; other
months more, going as high as 22,000 in
the spring.

“How did you do it?” I asked, and got
the frank reply, “Don’t know exactly.
We mixed our own mash, putting in 20
per cent meat scraps, but in addition to
that we fed all the skimmilk they would
take. Perhaps the milk did it.”

Russell Creighton

House of Unique Style

The hog house proved so satisfac-
tory that the following year another
one just like it was built, and this
year a third was added. Part of
this year’s crop of birds was raised
in the new laying house, part in 12
by 12 portable brooder houses that
were built the second year.
The capacity of the farm now
is 3,600 layers. More brooder
houses will be built to raise
chicks next spring.

Recognizing their lack of
poultry training the young
men settled down to learn
more about it. Russell had
spent a year at Purdue in the
agricultural  course  and
learned something about
poultry, but now they both
study extension courses and all available
poultry literature. One of them manages
to get away to pouliry conventions and
short courses given at Purdue poultry
department.

Splendid Chicago Market

Hobart seems to be the manager of
business affairs. It was he who went to
Chicago to find a market for the eggs. He
seems to have found several, some whole-
sale, others grocery stores, that pay
enough to make shipping more than
worthwhile. Some of the eggs are shipped
to New York through a cooperative egg
shipping association of the county.

Any old market is not good enough for
the Creichtons. They study prices,
demand, and conditions and dispose of
their products wisely. Broilers and
market hens are shipped wherever prices
are best. Sometimes Chicago, sometimes
Cleveland, then again home markets are

used, but always the final nel price

determines where sales are made,
Poultry struck a popular chord in the

Creightons. They like the work and are, -

therefore, making a go of it. Starting
from practically scratch in 1925 they have
grown to 3,600 hen capacity with an
estimated investment of $13,000. Suc-
cessful? Yes! but they are looking for-
ward to even greater achievements.

Rebuilt hog house on Creighton Brothers form—
1200 capacity.
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