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They planned a great gristmill, the
largest anywhere in the region,
with walls of hewn stone three feet
thick, boasting a tremendous over-
shot water wheel turned by a pro-
digious stream of water carried to
the mill through a wooden flume
riding a procession of stone piers.

For the time and the place, the
undertaking was fabulous, but it was an immediate
success. In no time at all Bullitt’s Mills was a thriving
community, its mill grinding meal for pioneer farmers
for miles around. But the Bullitts were promoters.
After seven years they had a chance to sell the village
for a nice profit to another pair of brothers, William
and Joseph Montgomery, of Philadelphia. They, in
turn, put up additional buildings of log and stone,
which included a tavern and a still house, and sold
the property after nine years to still a third pair of
brothers, Hugh and Thomas Hamer.

Mellow, yellow corn meal
at twenty-five cents abag.

‘ The village grew. It developed a
- settled grace, even a certain ele-
gance. Wide lawns spread around
¥ the clustering buildings, protected
against marauding pigs and cattle
by low stone walls. The area be-
tween the two main dwellings occu-
pied by the brothers became a
somewhat formal garden, which at
one time boasted the splendor of strutting peacocks.
As the opportunity arose, new activities were added,
so that on either side of the central mill building
stretched village shops and industries. There were a
tavern, a regular stage stop between Louisville and
Terre Haute, a still house, a loom house, a pottery.
The water from the flume, escaping over the great
mill wheel, turned the machinery of a sawmill. There
were a cobbler’s shop, a hattery, a cabinet shop, an
apothecary, a tannery and blacksmith shop, a limekiln
and a post office. There were

The care with which the village was restored is exemplified by this reincarnation of a

19th-century apothecary shop. The son of a pioneer Indiana pharmacist helped to equip it.

The mill stream pouring out of Donald-
son’s Cave, home of the Amblyopsis whose
discovery led to Spring Mill's resurrection.




