Engraved brass side plate
found in Fort Ouiatenon
well (French, 1730-60)

mo: Quiatenon was the first fortified European
settlement in what is now Indiana. It was estab-
lished by the French in 1717 at a site five miles
southwest of Lafayette as a military outpost to
prevent British expansion into the Ohio and
Wabash country.

As buffalo, beaver, and other fur-bearing
animals were abundant in the area, the fort
served as a trading post and stopping point for
the voyageurs from Quebec. Further, the
French were interested in converting the
"pagan' Indians to Catholicism. Thus,
Ouiatenon's establishment was based on
defensive strategy, the quest for wealth, and
missionary zeal.

The French selected the site in part because
just across the Wabash River was a large Wea
Indian village. The Weas were a part of the
Miami tribes who had settled in five villages
on the banks of the Wabash below the mouth
of the Tippecanoe River. Their location was
the gateway to the western prairies for
various other tribes including the Kickapoos,
Mascoutens, Sauk, and Fox. The Weas had
been quick to establish trade relations with the
French so the riches of the prairies and the
forests flowed easily from Ouiatenon to
Quebec and to France.

wmﬁémm: 1720 and 1760 the settlement at
Ouiatenon prospered and grew. French
voyageurs annually descended the Wabash to
trade their goods for furs trapped by the
Indians. Some remained there to establish
homes.

An early visitor describes Fort Quiatenon as
"the finest palisaded fort in the upper country,
consisting of a stockade and a double row of
houses." Within the stockade, in addition to
the double row of fen houses, were a chapel,
a blacksmith's shop, and trading areas.

Around the walls of the fort were as many as

90 houses of French, Indians, and mix-bloods.
At its height there may have been as many as
2,000 to 3,000 inhabitants in the general area.

Among those inhabitants was Anthony Foucher,
born at Ouiatenon in 1741, who became the
first priest born in the present state of Indiana.
At Ouiatenon in these years there was
generally harmony between the white and red
men. The French regularly presented gifts

to the Indians to insure their loyalty, and the
Indians in turn brought their pelts only to the
French.

.qrwm generally tranquil era continued until the
French and Indian War (1754-63). The French
lost all of their North American lands to
England as a result of this war, including
QOuiatenon which was taken for Britain by
Lieutenant Edward Jenkins and a garrison

of troops from Detroit in 1761.

Although Jenkins and his men maintained
amicable relations with the Indians, the tribes
in the Great Lakes region and the Wabash
country resented the growing numbers of white
men moving west. It rankled them that the
British did not continue the French custom of
presenting gifts annually and that British
traders were demanding higher prices for goods.

Pipestone turtle effigy
found near Fort Ouiatenon

—3 early 1763 the Ottawa Chief Pontiac set
out to drive the Europeans back behind the
Appalachian Mountains. His Indians attacked
12 frontier posts and successfully captured
eight of them, including Ouiatenon, which
fell without a shot on June 1, 1763, when a
group of braves simply walked in and took
Lieutenant Jenkins and his few men as
prisoners. Thanks to the intervention of

two French fur traders who lived at the post,
Jenkins and his men were not killed but were
later released in an exchange of prisoners at
Detroit.

"Pontiac's Uprising" came to an end as a result
of a meeting at Fort Ouiatenon. Colonel
George Croghan, deputy supervisor of Indian
affairs for the English colonies of America,
was captured by Indians and brought to
Ouiatenon. He met with Pontiac in the late
summer of 1765 where he suggested that the
Indians and whites sign a peace treaty to end
the stalemated uprising. Pontiac's response

to the suggestion was to pull his tomahawk from
his belt and throw it so its blade was buried in
the ground. This gesture, meaning "to end
hostilities", gave rise to the phrase "bury the
hatchet".

After "Pontiac's Uprising", Quiatenon was not
regarrisoned. It remained a small French
trading and trapping settlement as well as a
large Indian community. In 1778 just 12
households remained at the post although the
nearby Wea village was believed by the British
Governor of Vincennes to have 1,000 braves
capable of bearing arms.

Pewter button of the King's 8th
Regiment (1774-84), found in
excavations at Fort Outatenon

> British agent occupied the post briefly to
spy on the Americans in 1778. He abandoned
the fort to George Rogers Clark's men, under
the command of Captain Leonard Helm.
Helm got pledges of loyalty to the American
cause from the residents and then rejoined
Clark at Vincennes.

The next visitor was British Lieutenant
Governor Henry Hamilton who in 1778 was
enroute from Detroit with plans to recapture
Vincennes from Clark and the Americans. He
described the fort as "a miserable stockade
surrounding a dozen miserable cabins, called
houses. The Indians hereabouts are numerous,
there appear 96 of their cabins, which allow-
ing five men to a house make the number
480." Hamilton scolded the occupants for
turning to the Americans and made further
preparations for his attack on Vincennes.
Scarcely three months later Hamilton was
captured by Clark in one of the more surpris-
ing British defeats of the Revolutionary War.
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