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Oldsters

Can Ch

By WAYMXE GUTHRIE

This may start some of

vou to reminiscing, talking

and comparing notes. It is simply this—did you \S;(’l‘

chew any calumus? £-/5.5¢ p.{],c.3

1 doubt whether this interests
any of the younger set for they
probahly never 4 2
even heard of if,
let alone tasted
it But I"il
wager there are
athers who
have. And, mind
yor, vou don't
have to he aged
0 have tasted
jt. In fact, a
friend of my
own age Jjust
told me he
chewed some just a few
ago.

Some of you probably ar
asking-—just what ig calumus,
anyway? Well, the unabridged
dictionary defines it thus:

* “The sweet flag {acorus calu-

Guthrie
days

{mus} which is a cariunative

and toni¢ in dyspepsia. also its

| aromatic root.”

You may not know an. more
after reading that than vou did.

I got to thinkirg about this
because of what a Randuiph
County friend of mine saii
time ago. e is Joe Hamilton
Jr., Winchester. As I recall i1,
Joe said, that when he was a
youngster he and others of his
age and group used to traipse
along a creek bank in gearch of
calumus. He reminisced:

“The calumus, al a certain
time in the summer, sends up a
tender shoot we used to call

e

nu""‘”'w
what resembled an ear of corn
We ate this calumus ‘corn’ with
great velish. 1 don't remember
exactly whether the calumus
was realls so  palatable or
whether the eating of it just
carried out part of the ritual
of living like onr red-skinned
hrothers whom we alwayvs were
tryving to emulate.

“But, some time T think I'!!
hunt me up some calumus ‘corn’
and have another try at eating
it. It might even be good n
calads.”

Joe ate the shoots, which he

called corn. Well my close
friendd who told me of eating |
some st a few days ago said

ate the root—1n fact always
did. He said he peeled the réot
and then ate it-T1 presume
something like a raw turmp or

ny

oninn,

Accordmy to un 1t is sup-
poscd to have some sort of me-
dicinal property. such as blood-
thinning You know what I
mean - just like the reason peo-
ple drink sassafras tea i the
prinT when, as they used to
sav down in hill eotmtry

wherr I was

the
is in the root and bas nat start-
ed up et

T can remember. but onlt
vaginly, having eaten- calurus.
Why, T can’t recall But, that
was hack around 1906 when as
a lad I lived in a house that

born. the sap siill |
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open, abandoned gravel ]
short distance north of Colum-
tiis at wha! we called Corn-
bronk.
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Accompanyving some seeds of
Job's 1ears., Mrs. Troy W, Ear-
hart Alulherry. sent me was an
interesting note. It saud:

R

‘I uze them i dned arrange- |

ments for winier decorations
where they give a nice ‘line ol
height,” as flower judges say.
Their solt gray-gieen tones also
are  complementziy {0 most
ather flawer matenals ™

Gets Safety Troph
Speetal o The News
COLUMBUS, Ind.
2466th Air Force Rese

| bat training center,
Alr Force Base.
awarded the cor

command ground
trophy [or outst:
ment in the gre
perience.
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‘ealumus corn’ hecause it some

stood on the edge of a huge



