sl | MENTONE EGG

Bell Femorial Public L;brary

July, 1876

Probably because of the Bicentennial we have had many inguiries as to the origin of the large
concrete egg that stands on the southeast corner of Main and Morgan Streets (State Road 25)

in Menteone, This is what we have been able to learn:

The idea was conceived by Ed Ward who was the manager of the Norther Indiana Co-op Associaticn,
and some of the "egg fTarmers" in and around Mentone,

Hugh Rickel, of Palestine, designed and built the egge. It was built in the building next door
to the late Dr. Davison's dental office which was on the northuest corner of Main and Morgan
Streets. This uas‘in late 1946, according toe [r. Rickel,

Mr. Rickel stated that Dobbs and John Miller, who operated a sheet metal shopin PMentone at the
time, wented to make it out of sheet metal but Mr. Rickel felt that it wouldn't last, so he
himself used steel rods, welding them up and down and around, with a steel rod up the middle.
He said the concrete plastering was done by Pete Goble, but we had another call that it was
done by C;Xde and George Reed, We do not know which is correct.

The eqg was painted and lettered by Harry Meredith.

After the eqn was finished it was loaded on a truck (it took 12 men to load it as it weighs
3000 Jbs.), and taken to Warsaw and placed on the courthouse lawn where it stood for about two
weeks to advertise the [lentone Egg Show, In searching through the [Mentone Papers we found a
picture of the egg on the courthouse lawn in the March 13, 1946 issue of the lMentone Co-op
News, so I would assume that it was built early in the year rather than the fall.

Fred Besson, who was on the Board of Directors of the Northern Indiana Co-op Ass'n. told .us

that when the egg was returned to Mentone they did not know what to do with it so they donated

the land where it stands today.
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