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' LAWRENGE BELL

 ARLEADER, DEAD 8

. Developer of First U. S. let
and World War 1l Fighters
Founded Concernin 1935

7

ee . Bell ;

DESIGNED VARIABLE WING

as bombs.

Early Associate of Marti
~ Specialized in Research
—Company Built X-2

n

BUFFALOQ, Oct. 20 () —Law-
rence D, Bell, founder and board
chairman. of the Bell Aircraft

| Corporation, died today at the

' age of 62.

. Mr. Bell succumbed to a heart
ailment in Buffalo General Hos-

| pital. He entered the hoespital
eight days ago, but had been in
declining health since last May.

He is survived by two broth-
ers, Clyde Bel] of Baltimore andf

| Vaughn Bell of Santa Monica,
{ Calif,, and a sister, Mrs. Mary
{ Mills, also of Santa Monica,

45 Years in Aviation

Lawrence Dale Bell, who was
in his forty-fifth year in aviation,
was the dean of the country’s
aviation executives.

Sinee his first employment in
aeronautics as a mechanic for
two exhibition pilots—his broth-
er, the late Grover E. Bell, and
Lincoln Beachy,
barnstormer—Mr. Bell had con-
tributed greatly to the progress
‘of American aviation.

He was responsible for the de-
velopment of the P-39 Airacobra
and the P-63 Kingcobra, fighter
planes used extensively during
World War II, and the P-59, the
first United States jet airplane.
He assisted in the production in
important volume of the Boeing
{ B-29 Superfortress and in the
design and construction of the
X-1, an experimental plane first
to surpass the speed of sound.

Mr. Bell was also credited with
the design and construction of
the X-5 the world’s first air-
plane to vary wing sweep in
flight; the helicopter that re-
ceived the world’s first commer-
cial license, as well as a series
of military helicopters; and the
design and production of guided
missileg and rocket motors,

Born in Menton, Ind., on April
i 5, 1894, Mr. Bell became associ-
ated actively with aviation at the
{ age of 18, Affer graduation from
high school, and less than a year
’affer his association with his
brother and Mr, Beachy, he made

. falo to join Consolidated Air-
‘craft Corporation, becoming vi

the famous)

He then joined 'the Glenn L.
Nanm Company as an appren
tice. Proof that aviation was m"
its infancy was the listing of

“amusements” in the telephone
directories of the day.

In a space of seven years, Mr.
Bell rose to hecome superintends
ent of the aircraft factory. Dur-
ing this time he hired Donald W.
Douglas, who was destined to he-
come another leading figure in
America’s aviation history,

Constructed Bombers

Mr. Bell was soon promoted
to vice president and, general

rhe Martin company under

imanager of the company. He

was active in the construction
of the first famous twin-engine
Martin bombers, ) i

In the late Nineteen Twenties.
he left Martin and went to Buf-
cel
president and general manager
of that company in 1929. Uuder
his direction, Consolidated con-

| tinued to develop flying boats. |

When the company was moved
to San Diego, Calif, Mr. Bell

‘decided to stay in Buffalo and

form his own company with the
aid of a small group of close
associates,

The Bell Aireraft Corporation
wag formed in the summer of

company encountered hard sled-
ding. During the early days of
the corporation’s life, payrolls
were met by taking surplus con-
tracts from established corpo-
rations.

Mr, Bell's ideas, however, al-
ways turned toward research,
development and production, The
Alracuda, the first all-Bell plane,
toock wing in 1935, This was
followed a year later with the
smaller, faster Airacobra, which|
contained a number of innova-
tions, including a 37-mm. cannon
sighting through the hollow hub
of the propeller,

Expanded Plant Facilities

A large expansion of plant
facilities enabled the production
of the Kingcobra and the Aira-
comet, as well as the RP-63
armored airplane used to im-
Drove the marksmanship of
aerial gunners, During the short-
age of critical material, Mr. Rell
and his engineers conceived and

!

| hig first contribution as 2 eon.

designed the Armv Air Tarnao
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: .. high-per-
formance;Voperational-sized air.|
gragf - S
“After he had been requested
to take part in the B-29 bomber!
brogram, Mr, Bell produced 663
Superfortresses, an average of
one B-29 a day from the first
delivery,

During‘__ World War IT Mr. Bell
served simultaneous terms as
president of the National Ajs.
craft War Production Gouncil
and the Aircraft War Produc-.,

on Council, East Coast,-Inc.

A cloge student ang an ardent
advocate of rotary-wing aircraft
for many years, Mr. Bell de-,
Vveloped an experimental aircraft
in 1941 with Arthur M. Young,:
a Princeton graduate who had:
devoted a dozq!1 years to heli-
copter research’ Today, Bell hel-
icopters are operating in many
paris of the world, ey were’
used extensively in the Korean
Wwar and are an integral part of

€ equipment of the various:
branches of the armed forces, |

When his aireraft company
was requested to submit a pro-;
posal for an experimenta] plane’ .
to attack the barrier of super-:
sonic speed, Mr. Bell insisted
there would be no previous i!.lr-gi

7

i
‘
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craft standards, He cautioned
his engineers to throw the books
away. ¥
Won Collier Trophy

On Oct. 14, 1947, after ex-
haustive studies in which Bell
engineers had overcome seem-
ingly insurmountable problems,!
the X-1, the Air Force’s first
rocket-propelled airplane, flew
faster than the speed of sound.
(The speed of sound is approx-
imately 700 miles an hour at sea
level.) Capt. Charles E, Yaeger
was the first pilot to fly the, .
plane. "

The tiny plane was later pre-
sented to the National Air+
Smithsonian Institu-/
tion. The X-1 was designed to
fly at a top speed of 1,700 miles
an hour at an altitude of 80,000
feet, Mr. Bell received the Rob-
ert J. Collier Trophy for this
achievement. 3

The demand for a plane that
would travel faster and rise to
a higher altitude was becoming
a military necessity. Mr. Bell
and his engineers again went to.
work, using the X-1 as a basis;
for further development. 1
In July of this year, the Bell
-2, a small, needle-nosed air-
plane equipped with s rocket
engine powerful enough to move
a Navy crufiser, set a new speed
record of 1,900 miles an hour, .
mare than twice the speed of
sound. 5

The predecessor of the X-2, -
the X-1A, established in 1954 an
altitude record of 90,000 feet,
more than seventeen miles. In.
September of this year, the X-z,i
carried aloft by its “mother”!
plane at Edwards Air Force
Base in California, climbed to
an altitude of 126,000 feet, the
iringe of outer space. i

Mr, Bell's contributions to
aviation history earned him
widespread recognition. In addi—i
tion to the Collier Trophy, he!
was the recipient of the Guggen-
heim Medal; a Presidential Cita-,
tion; an honorary degree of:
Daoctor of Engineering fromE
Clarkson Memorial College of |
Technology and the Chancellor’s;
Medal of the University of:
Buffalo. _ - %

He also received an honorary}
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. age of 62.

_ tributed greatly to the progress
of American aviation.

s e S fe s e s e

BUFFALQ, Oct. 20 ()—Law-
rence D. Bell, founder and board
chairman of the Bell Aircraft
Corporation, died today at the

Mr. Bell succumbed to a heart|
ailment in Buffalo General Hos-
vital. He entered the hospital
eight days ago, but had been in
declining health since last May.

He is survived by two broth-
ers, Clyde Bell of Baltimore and
Vaughn Bell of Santa Monica,
Calif.,, and a sister, Mrs. Mary
Mills, also of Santa Monica.

45 Years in Aviafion

Lawrence Dale Bell, who was
in his forty-fifth year in aviation,
was the dean of the country's
aviation executives.

Since his first employment in
aeronautics as a mechanic for
two exhibition pilots—his broth-
er, the late Grover E. Bell, and
Lincoln Beachy,
barnstormer—Mr. Bell had con-

He was responsible for the de-
velopment of the P-39 Airacobra
and the P-63 Kingcobra, fighter
planes used extensively during
World War IT, and the P-59, the
first United States jet airplane.
He assisted in the pmduction_ in
important volume of the Boeing;
B-29 Superfortress and in the
design and construction of the
X-1, an experimental plane first
to surpass the speed of sound.

Mr. Bell was also credited with
the design and construction of
the X.5, the world’s first air-
plane o vary wing sweep in
flight; the helicopter that re-
ceived the world’s first commer-
cia] license, as well ag a series
of military helicopters; and the
design and production of guided
missileg and rocket motors.

Born in Menton, Ind,, on April
5, 1894, Mr. Bell became associ-
ated actively with aviation at the
age of 18, Affer graduation from
high school, and less than a year
after his association with his
brother and Mr, Beachy, he made
hig first contribution as a con-
structor when Te built a bomber
for Pancho-Villa of Mexico. He
accomplishéd this by converting
& Martin exhibition plane with

the famous|

%8s pipes filled with dynamitel
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Bell rose to hecome superintends
ent of the aircraft factory. Dur-
ing this time he hired Donald W.
Douglas, who was destined to be-
come another leading figure in
America's aviation history,

Constructed Bombers

Mr. Bell was soon promoted
to vice president and, general

manager of the company. He

was aclive in the construction
of the first famous twin-engine
Martin bombers, : :

In the late Nineteen Twenties.
he left Martin and went to Ruf-
falo to join Consolidated Air-
craf Corporation, becoming vice
president and general manager
of that company in 1929. Uuder
his direction, Consolidated con-
tinued to develop flying boats, !

When the company was moved
to San Diego, Calif, Mr Bell
decided to stay in Buffalo and
form his own company with the'
aid of a amall group of close
associates,

The Bell Aircraft Corporation
was formed in the summer of
1935, It was in the midst 8f a
depression year and the new
company encountered hard sled-
ding. During the early days of
the corporation’s life, payrolls
were met by taking surplus con-
tracts from established corpo-
rations. ; !

Mr. Bell's ideas, however, al-
ways turned toward research,
development and production, The
Alracuda, the first ali-Bell plane,
took wing in 1935. This was
followed a year later with the
smalier, faster Airacobra, which!
contained a number of innova-
tions, including a 37-mm. cannon
Sighting through the holiow hub
of the propeller,

Expanded Plant Facllities

A large expansion of plant
facilities enabled the production
of the Kingeobra and the Aira-
comet, as well as the RP-g3
armored airplane used to im-
prove the marksmanship of
aerial gunners, During the short-
age of critical material Mr. Bell
and his engineers conceived and
designed the Army Air Forces'
first modern all-wood fighter,
the XP-77. >

Mr. Bell's engineers also de-

September of this year, the X-2,

- A abh

" i

oS
Won Collier Trophy

On Oct. 14, 1947, after ex-
haustive studies in which RBell
engineers had overcome seem-
ingly insurmountable problems,
the X-1, the Air Force’s first
rocket-propelled airplane, flew
faster than the speed of sound.
(The speed of sound is approx-
imately 700 miles an hour at sea
level.) Capt. Charles E, Yaeger
was the first pilot to fly the, -
plane. 3

The tiny plane was later pre-.
sented to the National Aire
Museum, Smithsonian Institu-:
tion. The X-1 was designed to
fly at a top speed of 1,700 miles
an hour at an altitude of 80,000
feet. Mr. Bell received the Rob-i'
ert J. Collier Trophy for this|

achievement. 7

The demand for a plane that’
would travel faster and rise to
a higher altitude was becoming
a military necessity. Mr. Bell,
and his engineers again went to}
work, using the X-1 ag a basis;
for further development. P

In July of this year, the Bell
X-2, a small, needle-nosed air-
plane equipped with a rocket
engine powerful enough to move
a Navy cruliser, set a new speed
record of 1,900 miles an hour, .
mare than twice the speed of
sound. )

The predecessor of the X-2, -
the X-1A, established in 1954 an
altitude record of 90,000 feet,
more than seventeen miles, In.

carried aloft by its “mother"i g
plane at Edwards Air Force
Base in California, climbed to
an altitude of 126,000 feet, the,
fringe of outer space. i

Mr. Beil's contributions to
aviation history earned him
widespread recognition, In addi-g-
tion to .the Collier Trophy, he}
was the recipient of the Guggen-
heim Medal; a Presidential Cita-,
tion; an honorary degree of;
Doctor of Engineering from,
Clarkson Memorial College of
Technology and the Chanrcellor's
Medal of the University of
Buffalo, " -

He also received an honorary
Doctorate of Science from Ho-
bart College; the French Legion
of Homnor, and an Ajr Force As-
sociation citation for “inspira-

Veloped _equ;pment that brought

tional leadershiv in the field of!

guided ssi}ea” e




