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" TALL STORIES

From earliest times men inAmerican small towns
and rural communities have gathered at ¢rossrozds,
stores, and taverns to swap yarns, and tell Halle s,
So common is this yarn-swapping among Hoosiers
that a time—honored institution exists from which
the yarns are sitarted on their rounds.  This In-
stitution is called variously the "Lazy" ér "Liar's
Bench, ™ the "Community 3ench," and the "Cracker
Barrel." It is here that tall stories usually get
their start.

“In Nashville, county seat of Brown County, the
bench stands beneath the locust trees on the court-
hbuse lawn. It is an old wooden seat .with-iron
legs, and asingle arm, and has occupied the same
position winter and sumner for a number of years.
Its seating capacity is limited tc six. Here the
Srown County story-tellers swap yarns.

re is an unwritten law that when this bench

£411 and ‘cther tale—tellers come tojein those
seated there, the one at the foot —the end with-
out the arm - is pushed off to make room for the
new recruits. Efforts are sometimes made Yo dis—
lodge the man atthe head, but the iron arm blocks
this move and as aresult one of the middle men 1is
pushed out when the grand shove begins. It is to
this comfortablzleafing place that Nashville women
come whenever they cannot find their hmsbands
nearer home.- -

Gentryville has always had 1ts loafing place
since the days when the Gentry boys, Baldwin the

blacksmith, Abe Lincoln, andDennis Hanks used to
congregate around Jones'! store. Rut it was not
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