The exterior of Bell Memorial Public Library is mostly complete

Mentone | Library Hits undmg Snag

BY RUTH ANNE LIPKA

Times-Union Staff Writer
MENTONE - While the eye-
sore previously known as the
Frank Manufacturing building
on Ind. 25 in Mentone is being
transformed into an attractive
structure, problems with
financing are lcoming for the
new Bell Memorial Public
Library. \
Bob Murphy of R.P. Murphy
and Associates, Larwill, is the
grant administrator for the
project and he reports that

$250,000 of Build Indiana [

Fund money that was prom-
ised to the project in the
state’s 2000 budget will not be
forthcoming anytime soon.
The problem stems from the
state’s current financial condi-
tion, Murphy said, and the
expected fundmg has beeg
frozen.

e library project, includ-
ing pux,cpase' and renovatxon
of the building and furz

the completed combination of

library, day care center and
senior citizen center, was esti-
mated at $1.2 million.

“We're not going to be able

_The library's-interior need's'sign?.‘&%am‘fﬂnds for.completion.

to do much in the way of help,”

aid Mentone Town Council
Pres1dent Ed Rock, who was
not aware of the change in
funding until contacted by the
Times-Union. “From the town's
standpoint, we’ll do what we

can do, ‘but it's probably not
more than we've already com-
mitted for: ... Obviously, we're
going to have to go to the pub-
lic and ask for money.”
Because of statewide fund-

MM P m
er, Times-Union

nately, were (the town of
Mentone) in the same shape as
every other government entity
in the state.”

The town will use Economic

See MENTONE- Page 2A

ingi'\_cuts, Rock said, “unfortu-
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