_— The Olds in =zbout 1906. Elmer Vandermarlk
) s 0. _ rmarlk,
ouise (Pzul's grandmother her friend Odessz and Elmer

Elmer, like many eazrly RED carriers, estzblish=ed =z
close relztionship with the postal patrons on his rouzle. This
he ceen by the photograrh of himself which he gave To each oi
families c¢n his route at Eastertime cne yesar.
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FIRST MOTORIZED VEHICLE USED TO DELIVER INDIANA MAIL

When Jerry DeTurk, postmaster at Winona Lake, IN was asksd
if we could taks his photo for the records of the IPHH, he not only
agresd to have his picture taken but he also referred us to Paul
Summy who is the great-grandson of Elmer S. Vandermark who was the
first RFD carrier operating out of the Burket, IN (not Burkett zas
in Bzker) post office. Paul lives in Warsaw, IN and has ownershi
of the 1801 Oldsmobile that his grezt- grandfather used to delix
the meil in 1801. Vandermark wrote to the Postmaster General
1801 =zsking for permission to use this vehicle in place of his
horse-drawn mzil buggy. He received a written reply allowing this
use for "seven or eight months of the yezr - but they "did not
think the idea was a practical one". Paul's mother or aunt have not
found this letter but as Paul said “our family never throws
anything away so it will show up sometime. We hope that we get 2
chance to ses this letter socon.

Elmer went to Lansing, MI in 1801 t¢ pick up his Olds 2t the
Lansing factory. Only 425 were built there in 1901 and the cost was
$425.00. The Olds carries a registration tag which indicates that
it was issued the 48th registrztion by the Office of the Secret ary
of Stzte. We don’t know if this was the 48th in 1201 or the 48+th
under the Motor Vehicle Law, but either way it was very earxly in
the history of the automob11e The body of the unit was before
"Body by Fisher" since another tzg on the rezr indicates tha+t +the
body style was "Licensed by SELDEN Under Patent No. 542100 dated
November 9, 1883.

This car has passed through four generztions of the Summy
family but Pzul is only the second owner. It was Tirst titled on
August £, 1936 and was transferrsd aﬂrect7y to Paul on August 18,
l°8q_ P ul will have (or did have) the car in Lancing for the lODuh
r*y of the Oldsmobile Ausust 21 tbrough 24, 1827.
he Anthony Wayne Stamp Society hasz asked Paul to displas

icle at the club’s AWPEX 87 show at thes Airport Holiday Inn
cn Novsmber 1=t znd an, 1887. Ccme to Fori Wayne and ses some
Postal History that isn’t cn paper!
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The horse-drawn mail buggy used by Elmer before the arrival
of the Olds. The young lady is Louise at a younger age and her Mom
stands behind the horse.




