“ARLY SUBSCRIPTINN ANT DISTRICT SCHOOLS

"he earlvy achools, neorle attending end information con-
cernine them 1a fast disaonearing foom todava scem® A retired
achnol tesacher and I decided to 4o anmathing about ip. e col-
lectad old nlctures of theae =chools, no longer standing, and

*nat
tosk nilcturas of these bhat were. e leerned the mames, nla-
triet numher, loecstion, history and atoaries shout ths 167
aphnanle in Yasciusro County, Indiana w»ith 1ts 17 townshlps,
Thia mgterisl waa wi¥en ta our ¥ne~iusko County Hiatoriesl
fanlety. ith the things 1 learned working on this oreject,
plue what T remember ahout attendine s Die. 2chnnl =ll a2lght
opades, will be tnld in this article,

The fiprat schonle were made of lome. They were hested with
g fireplece, with grssdad veper windowes and 'md a dirt Floor,
Nne incident tells of achnorl haina held st & meatling houne
wyilt of less hy oldar boyz, who 21292 furnished Tire wo~d to
vasn them wirm, Somsona who had a 1little 1asrnin' (not & licen-

and
aed tpecher) tasusght them to read, writas émdsimple arithretic
snd avall. They sat on logs around the firs and no T@NAY Wasg
dhareed for =nythine. Anyons wanting %o lesrn could come,
anmatimra maatinza were held in a home used as a achonl.
One 1rdy tsurht =zeversl Indisne and whites alike. & amell Tee
was ma'd hy eeghnunil to the teacher,.
211 the achanla in the county from 1826 - 1857 were sub-

appintinn cchanla meinteine? hHy paoonle in the ¢ommunity. Teach-

apa ney renead fram 5 to 15 dollere 2 month.




law
Tn 1852 a l&r was passed makineg schonls public oproblems

to be meintained by tamation and they were now celled "free®
achonla. Around 1366 amall, one room frame buildinegs came into
being. There might be on'vy 8 to 10 pupils attending some of
thesa achn~rla. These frame buildings had glass windows - nd
home made desks with backa. The blackboard consisted of

hoarde nainged black on the fromt side.

In 1880 - 1900 theza buildinge gsve way to brick inatead
of frame, They were not much better but did have hé@ter
equinment, This one room had a chimney for the stove and at the
entrence waa a amall room for wXene and shelves to hold dinner
n=1le. Since there wes no heat here your dinner might tske
gome thawing out, arouné the atove, at nnon,

dhelves, nr a recegsed cuoboard, held books that mede up
the schonl librarv. There ware desks for about 30 stﬁdengg
but =t times thers were 50 to A0 nunils for onettsacher to
chpe with., On the teachers deek or table was a ghobe, maps
and hooke. A ruler, knife, to sharven broxen lead penclls,
and the teachers bell which she rang at the beginning of a achool
dav, were al$e there,

Tha tescher ataved at one of the p&tPons, paylnz for room
end bomrd, if diatsnce from her home wss too fer to drive.

It was the cuastom for teachers to Bl-it the homes of their
punile ataving overnicht getting acauainted with th=ir parents,

In =hnut 1906 District Schonls were built with more than
sneroom and using more than ones teacher. These were usually

logated in =emall villerea and towns.




Thera was no dlstinction z= te the are of pupils in gram-
mer (or chart clasaess) a little boy of 5% years might ba sested
by a young £iant 23 yrs old who was nlso learning to sopell such
jawhreskerc as HBN, FLY, =nd BIRD, snd to dn such complicated auma
in apithmetic as 3 from & leasves 2. These achoola were nftan
rasched by soing throush ths woods -no resia- juat pathas, and
you battled the @@ments of zhow, sleet or rain ss you travalad
aver the rouch, rustic countrvsidas, aometimas in derknasse and Tog.

apme of the dutlea of the tescher consisted of bullding the
fire, ringing the schoel ball, »n a clesy dry its tones travelad
a opast diatanca, ~nd doing the lanitor choras. They cleane
the blagkhoardis ﬁﬂé erag=rs, awept the floors, Auated the desks
.the teachers table and sometimes washed the windows. The tea-
char often had to "bundle up' amall children for their walk home.
Thosa. 2 or 4 buckle artigs were hard to g2t on over the shoes.

Quinﬁ g numbar of taschers wara very atern di%iwinari&nﬁ.
One tescher would walk =2bout the room with a atlcek, about 4 £%.
long,uunder his arm and suddenly 1 thout warning whack some chap
~with bputal force, The puplle didn't know why he was belng hll,
he haﬁn't.ﬁgne anything but the tescher gald, "those boys can
never be whirped amiass, and it hss = good effact on tha rest of
the achool.” This was the tescher's reonly when a vieitor at
achool nroteatead his -~ctions.

Annather tesgher punished s boy by catehing hém by hls coat
ecollsar, jlerking him acroeg the room then apenad the schosl door
*igkad the hoy on the =aat of his panta, with grest force, landing

him out in the aschonl yard,




Alasorin the atern choatisement department waz a one srmed
man who could hand nut punishment with the best of tham. e
wanld go to the woodn get 2 hickervy stick, =lwavs selecting
anaa thet 1aft the greastent gting, sand uge 1%t with great vigor
on the cubdprit.

on the firat dasy of =chool the t@acher'moated thelr pensal

ende upon the wall, as fobdows!:

For whispPering-------v---m--—m=om= 2 strloes
8  leaving the room with parmission 3 "
# . jaurhing out lo@d-----—v-em-——- Iy, ¢
4 swearing or VUlgaAr words------- 5 *
8 thporine paptr WAl feeseeoeosm-- 6 s
. 13r1_ng_3:.._.;_.._..:_.~.. ................. 7 L
R o o X T R TR @

Sehoole were unsuslly namad sfter the peonls who ownead the
1and whaya the schonl wss bullt, namas 1ike Welch, Cattel, Jennings,
Tucker, Black, ate. The land was d~aded to the schonl a3z long
as it wsa uded for = school, after that, It went back %o the
1and ownera. Many schools had queer names howaver auch ag-—-

A Fypar Pand® so called hegsuse the achoonl was bullt on marghy
1ike ground. It iz said that froge ware =80 slentiful around

the aschonl in the soring snd they creosked 8o loud th:t chilldren
oonld scraresly be heard while reciting their lessons, or con-
centrate on afuddne,

"Ppor Polace® was nemed this hecsusme Froge held sway around thils
schnnl aleo,

"Minady enrners® was giben this mame weozuse =@versl of ths
nld=r hoya c~ngregating on a corner hagan to fizht, They
conldntt he atonned until the ground wag coverad with biood -

thapafore the name *Rloody Cornara®.




"Baone Prairie® w=g so named because it wes an old Indian burial
epound snd the ground waa covared with bones. The Indians 4ld
not burv their desd in the ground but put them 1ln vena abova
pround and laft them fall to pédces.

“Eishd'ﬁﬁuyre“ dehool was ealled this becsuse 1t had slght sldes
and therafare an oddlity.

“ug, Tehor? School was ealled “Lickakilled” as was the church
thet stoed closa by. The Story is told thsat sgome peoplse living
in that srea ware ¥Mery poor and had a large famlily whom thay
routdn't sfford to feed, therefore they were taken to some
neizhbor'a homes when they vere through eating snd would e~at the
jeftovera. If was sald "they likMed the skillet clean.”

A faw yesnra b@fore the =schonl was absndoned some boys wers
secusad of pols@ning the wall whers the children drank, Noth'ng
wana ~yey done bescause thay could not prove who Aid 1it. fome chil-
Aran beeame wuite 111 but no one dled,

"Hennv Corners® was go cellsd begsuge of its Happy surroundings.
#Bu-sards Glorv". This achonl was lnested whare Burzards were
areund in zreat numhera,

iDiamel® “chonl, Where this achonl waa located the surroundings
had~gach a diamal look that they eslled the school *Dismal.
"Shoe #cka fighonl" was gometimss c:li=d thﬁ‘fIrlﬂh School" bha-
geuaa 2 larsa femily of O'Connal's went to schenl there and they
ware Cathelice.

fipine” -~ Thape ia no rasson wiven why this achool was called
“tiptpat, but one might fOrm thelr owm ooinion,

iafricat Schonl., It wasz called "ATPica" begsuyas savaral wlld boys




attended and it was sald, they acted like h=athans from Afriecsa,.
"nak Orava? “ahnol was nickmamed YESRunkey ¥i111*, A young gZirl

= \pawci-f
was going to teach hsr Tlret term of echaecl, Oeversl large DOR@Y
hoys wera in the habit of rumning sut the teachere, They seld
ahe wouldn't 1a-t a month, At the beginning of the firet day nf
achonl, the ringleader of the gang, avproached her desk intending

tn herm her. A he came near ta hay she stuck out her foot

@D

trinping him and he fell flat on hls face. “he aald nothlng hat
want oﬁ with her dutics an” taucht the whole year without moré
trouble from the gang, thergfore the sphool was callad *Ppubkey
Bill".

"Iny Eird Gohool" wag locztad in a wooda whare jay hirds were

nlentiful - therefore its nanme,




On the lastddmy of echool the teacher usually gave each
rapil & Souvenir booklet. These contained a wealth of infor-
mation hecauss they gave the name of the achonl, the District
numhpr;tﬁhe{tcacher‘s neme, names of the Dunila, the county
Supt., the Trustee, sometimes the Truant Officer's name and
date of the Booklet. Inside ware beautiful gentimental verses
concérning igahool Day" and ;ggigz‘we found "The Teacher's Creed”
-— as foblowa:

I believe in bows and girls, the mem and women of
a great tomorrow; that whataoever the boy soweth the
man shall rean; I belisve in the curse of ignorance,
the afficescy of achnols, in the dignity of teaching and
in the joy of serving othars,

I beliave in Wisdom as révealeé in the human livee
a3 well a2s in vages of a Printed book, in lessons taught,
not so much by examole, bwfiin ability to work with the
hands as well se to think with the head, ine@V@mnything
that makes 1ife large =2nd lovely.

I belleve in the hesuty of the school room, kh the
home, in daily 1ife and in out-of-doors,

"I believe in laughter, in love, in f@ith, in &ll
idess and hoves that lure us on,

I believe that every hour of every day we receive
a just reward for al1] we are and all we do,.

T believe in the vpresent and ite ovportunitles, in
the fuﬁure and ite promises =2nd in the divime joy of

living--"

Tdward Aagood Crover,




Alan on the laat dsy of achool the teach-r ﬁgndaﬁ out
“Rawerd of M@rit Carde*, “Certificates of Honor* ,''Roll of
Hanor Certificatas in Considaeration of Meritorious conduct
end Scholarshin®, which ware nrired by those ragaelving them.
Raport carde wera also glven out £ay the 3rd, part of the yesar.
Dr. Harold H. Neglay, Samperintendent Department of Publie
Tnatruction 9%t te of Indlsns, made thease commental “The early
tenghers wara ecartainly the pionsera of the educational fleld
and deacrve the credit for heling the foregunnara of an sducationsl
avatem that has made oul nation the best educsted in the world.
Their dedicaetion to ﬁha sdvancenent of learning in the face
af hardahin end lacic of Supnllies sarves &3 AN inapiration to
those of us in the tesching profession taday.”
7t 1a with grest pleasure therafore that we salute thess
asrly achnols and their teachers und out” thourhts are well axpres-
a=d in ””Enool Dava® by Bnohn Greanleal Yhittisr., Deaerted
fohnol by Beulsh Fanderaon 9mith snd the Noblegt-~Deaiderius

Trpamua 10AA-15876,
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