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SIDNEY 50 {EakS AG0 RECALLED BY & UaTIVE (BY I,
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é_' | & recent article id your paper of the history ol Palesving avakence

%- many memorie§ in my nind, While the history of that villaze tas

§ my time, it brought to mind some tistory that wight interest $oume Jyouxy
& readers, I refer to the town of Sidney, Ifuis little city wad founced in
g 1875-756, and owes its foundation to the ilickel Plute rivi 1 road |
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i SaWIILL PIRST INDUSTRY

b The only sign of life, before tie coualng of the railrosd wes an old

Jrog house that stood where a, B, Palmer's store now sowads, Anturally,
the acvent of the railroad created many business_prortunitites; Bo0n
juerchants, sawmill men and others begin $0 losate nere, rie dost importunt
lof these was, perhaps, deillanara aad Racelifle, who handied wll aauaer of
merchnandise and, gquite frequently, acted as paymaster ior tne einployees
lof the new railroad. :

45 500N as the railroad was completed wund the boon suspe.ded, tie rira
dissolved and moved to Pierceton. Completion of the ruilrond requlred

o depot. I can still hear Giiose old-timers arguring as to wihere it should

be locuted, Pinall: we had a deoot «nd two ascenzer traing e dadily
s : %] 21 et f

aalf

Stops. This required a post office and Seymour Wiitmwn ves dune postiusior,
Hhitman was a battle-scarred, old Civil Wel veterun, and at wilit tlue,

bidney's most liked citizen. I'he railro.q required laerge amoupnts of lumber
Tnd"ties, aad many of Sidaeys resicents vere engagzed inthis ijncustry,
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YRODUCED BL.CK WaLNUT

While there was a sawwill in this vieinity, it was located
@nd was operated by water., It was owned LY & mun naned Sidbotpor
paved mostly blick walnuyg, of which tnere WES df auuinde T b
fo 3. Lesh arrived about this time, @i sturted a si mill just
¢f whiere the school house aow steands. fe dealt principally in
poplar, e '

HECALL OLD FIRE

about this time G. Y. Boltz arrived and started a lurge swawill Just
4eross the track from the present elevator., ‘his proved to oe |the uuin
industry, and it was a common s.zht to sec his log teuns, 10 oy 12 in nuiber,
qrawing away from the bara, I can still see bthat old will-y.rd piled fTull

qf huge owk wnd poplar logs, some fiur wnd five, wund even sice fee, 1H
dianeter 1lying in tiers, awaiting their turn to be sawed into Juiver.

the mill later burned to the ground in 1886 or 13387. It secmerd to %oie
wne ambition out of the owner, "GQus", as we culled him, =nd he lvent 1o
Hentucky, However, his Magagie,-rebuilt tuoe mil: cnG operated it for o

v -

ong time, finally selling out ot John Laines, =
HOTEL IS BUILT
But let's get back again to earlier deays. 45 s.04 us The railrosd

pot was built and things were move certain, a large hotel wug built ind
i AL ~ F Ly Bl 2] nnf e TS veriy nhnomiicl o Ty b TN S SN TR D f‘ S
u‘_gg- ated by saron utum%f_., v L€ Was very. ;J\-Jﬂp.\i.._._qri,%iil( Lo \)uﬁ‘?uj{;) 4,@1{,&1%1“,

t his reputation for kls £ ONe8y deai NI ald 2 ACL Y e
mgny irleads, wad luter, elevated hiu tw the office of county treasurer,
bunpft and Snell's adcition 19 the towa of Sidaey wus, no doubG, - tue

- ~¥ing adoition to the town.
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IRECT PIRST CLURCH

A8 soon as the town began to grow, tae question of reiigign came up,
It wasn't long, however, when such men us keorge sdeConnell, Lin Mnell,
Aaron Stumpff, Jacob Snell, and a host of others saw the need |uné a church
was erecteg on the site of the present Uaristian church., .bouy this time,
Dan Snell, who hagd been following his trude as u carpenter, toog up the
study of scripture and heny Of us can still remenbe:: his firs{ sermon.

I still remember his text, "snd behold & sower went forth to gow'. ot
only & prominent citizen, he becume = noted Dunkard precher,
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: L would be vain if I ¢idn't mention tie busiest plece in down at +1
4 time, the Villuge swithy, ‘his blackemith suhop was aperatec gy badl fan
{(father of Varsawan, ¥Yranlk Hartsock), «nd was indeed the busid: '
horses to shoe wnd tires to set, wnd o nundred and one otier
ept lartsock's aavil rinzin: from early mornin; till late at ,
pchool children oa their Wy O wnc froa school "looked in at the

door" and mearveled at the way he fashioued shoes.und wagoa

hile hunaing & tune. bome of the oldor Doys used to iight chenes
6o operate the blower to lhe forge. whether it vas an udral ;s horse to

Bhoe or a tire to set, sam ould do it with a saile, «ane & tuak om nis 1ins,
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Right alongsice the blacksumith siop wig locwted whet adgiit) be teruco,
Phe smithy's "sister," the Wagon—-lniger.  ihe place was 1w &oian :
Tom Twinening, wio severwl times told we thet he would 4 Le lir
PO the lamdin; oi the dayilower, fuoush not overiy incustri _
Less he filled a uyeh needed Aecessity «bt tlies tine, aad for o ARmMpey of
rears piled his trude later dispesiung ot it to Mr. Brancenbury '
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SDUCATION IN SIDUEY

How, for a brief Spuce, let's see how educstion
fared. The preseat site orf Sldaye sciivol is exsmetivy
gchiodl hduse stood when suchn len ws Dan Snell, Lis
dohn Warner ang Glenly WOTe wWho have passed on, sat oi
facing a desik Tustened with wooden pins +to +the Wil
Heplaced by o one-room brick bullcin:
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s elemnentary education, sald educaiiou =Gl adulnishe
Heacher, S. S. Studebaker. Fow any nciaories I could resurrect were I
2ll the toll. I wonder how Bany Woo wre Living: and read this
e Lill in the east side of the 5chool house? Low ve conste
wirecked John Yurner's fence time after tiae, Vhether. the 1
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BE3e It was w two-story afialr and was udced © tire olo
Mrence was installed, waich at that tiie was a seventlh
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four foot wood, which was turnished by s.ne furmer 7om 5 ‘cguts| per cor
- ;
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pd was carried down in the vaseient uy Lne Ty H0ys in schionl, It vwies
ere that ye scribe finishied his educationul cureer.  Pirst wno forenost,

%

abiong tae tewchers were; O, S. Studehulier, Tesius Idle, John .prt, TLiiiie
sgConnell, C. ¢, Miller wnd, finally O. 2. Swmith,

Of the prescat generation, not one of ilhese sclool
Sldney, and aost of then have ansvered 41
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SOUIAL aQPIVIVIES

Por just a moment, let's look into the social activities Tfifty yeurs
a30. ilaybe towns went thig way but once w week, winter and Sudiper,




vlaney debating society wet in w uali osver Heub Sick's Jroe
with wit, hunor, and puilosophy, ior Two or tiree
first, tne hen or the egz. Bometilmes the negutive
nlsned live ftopic until the next aeecting when anotuer o
thrashed out. Do, good for the men, wut hLow aboutb tie
heard of "bridge" at that time? Well, Lister Simpxings
frame and-all the lwudies would talte tuTEad, thimble and nes
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help finish the quilt, all the time discussin,: the latest wrrin

or someone's fami

BaRN RaIbBING BIG BV ENT
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else we may have forgotten. Crops were Jo2d wnd there were
farms in this lOlelty HEPebSltutLQ’ lerge barns. Thresnin
comparatively few, so farmers stured their oreln in barns n
as 1t could be threshed. John ri. harner was the mun for th
building, =«nd eight of every ten baras within a ruduis ol ¢
miles of S3idney, was bullt by him. “hese were aolt ol the

everything was me.de reacy Lor the "raigin", tuis was a QQJ
T0, wihen wll the men wnd women «nG their families S bhered

their neighbor's barn. I can still see those 1lon;z pike pdl
spikes in the end to jam the tiwmber into place, us they vern
and hear John YWarner ov "Esap" us ne was called, wvellowia:,
or "Ho heave'"! The interestia; jolsts, plées and pearline
called, go together and how accur«tely the plns [it. after
tne women prepared a magniiicent dinner w.nd the crowing éve
of the burns bulder on uhe shollcers .f Jther uen, while ue
around to tine cheers of his frieuus. o Jjug of cold cileer w
out by the vwner, and after everyone nud a drink, ithe job

RINABWBER THE JUG?

The meation of this jug takes we bacx a few yeurs wien
distillery near the towa of whut ls now Liberiy iills., It

thile we are remniniscing back ia the 80's, let us coasilie
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at that time Ior everyone to have o bdarrel of whdcekey il tipe hi
J &

was very simple, as all you had ©. 40 was take a 1dad of
illery and come home with a barvel of wiiskeyj. =« Jjug of

of water were always in evide.ce at all log rolliin s, or _wbie

that time. ''he peculiur thing was, Liat no one ever bhecoue
Lhe federal tax, however, made it iapossible to cuntinue i
0ld John larleyeorn passed on to other purroundia ;s.

FIRST MEDICAL il

Sidney, the same as all other towas, required

NG L L

the first doctor to locute here vas o by, Lancgter. We olokt
inim as a quiet, dignified man, who drove a flery tean oi pohd

never failed to aaswer a call, wnother wio iived in
was Dpr, Willlam Sectt, & Civil Vas seterun. These
of vidney «uac surrouncuins Tterritory in Zo0d heulth
moved to zreener pastures. They were followed br Dr.
garner und Vr. disner. Di. Shockleford of raTBaY Fs
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variety, but were constructed v.th huge timbers hew from 1o.s
They were hauled t0 the barn si.te «ud put to ether with woop
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BUSY TIMES FOR FARMERS

]
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Pifty years ago, at this time of the year, was @ very

he furmers, sugar making, Overy faruer nas his SUugatr camp ope
e sap began to flow, tl..se were ui_ ity bysy wen. o evaporii
lays. Large iron kettles seinging between logs or kung inside
urnace constructed of stone and clay. ‘he sap was

ne or two kxettles and then dipped into a Tinisning kettle, a |
people never saw, GO with me to the caunp of eorge one
ettlers, and watch hinm in the manufacture of maple AT
oiled the sap to a syrup stagze, select

Ross,
SUEHT ;
& lerzpe xettle would

b= B

laced over the fire. after it had voiled %o a certuin sta e,
est it by dipping a stick into tue liguid, wad then watceh %

fhe air on it after it has been witharawn. Experiednce told
0 taxe 1t irom the fire, when the real work began, It was .nd
et and cool g.dckly, but was constently stirred while cooling
orth, up wnd down, aad finally becwaie the nicest brown SULar

aw., Llne performsnce continued until a barrel is Mede,
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OLD TIMER'S SPORT

ets o back to un open spot in the woods
832." The event, a shooting watch, wnd who's there?
« i, Wine, "Big Jim" McPherson wund a lot of others, eucu ca
hat he was the best shol in the county.
pig turkey valued at $1.00.
tch, it required a second prize, which was usually ei. it or
misplaced shot would set nothing. It really required a goad
get far enough away to miso the turkey wad still hit the ja

ot
Lhe grand prize tids
50 when 40 or 50 men went to 4 o
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guis vicre all muzwule-loaders, and just as- aow, were of 50Me SpE
Howewer, the oitter rivalry, waich existed prior to tie iw.tel,

orgotten after it was over, and
dare by those more fortunute,

1IHE BaRBECUL

another important meeting, which caniot be forgotten, wus |
Lrvest meeting at Dodgertown, & church about two miles east oi
nd now called Spring Creek.
bout the last of Bepteunber, everyone for miles around CONVeTra,
purch oy wagon, buggles, wid other modes of travel.
mefhing to eat and sume member would xill a beef, wilch was
1 open fire at the meeting. It was sevved wich delicious or
iked bread in large bowls in tim cups to eversone Tesurdless
anlc, After this, everyone went to churci, winere uvrojJers wer
panks was given, The Lords Supper wnd Communion Service Fol

ne members taking part to conclude the event.
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Sports, there was only one for these 0ld timers, wud that us
wid the date, Thauks |
John allias

Lach year at the end of the seas.n
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VILLAGE RHYMSTER

Pherhaps a' this point it might be well to inject u little
this life of 50 years ago., I woncer who of the old—timers reu
‘eckman, a rather guaint old man who was noted 1or nis rhymes?
ASK nim a question, sou could expect wn waswer in riyae.  As fpr iastance,
'Good morning, Henry-kins of blustery tuis worning". His answer, "Yep,

t sometimes rains and it sometimes saovws, 1t sometinmes hails {mnc it some-
imes blows". Just on of the many sayinzgs of this village ruyhster. e
1so owned a vineyard and grew some >F the finest grapes ever [rown in this
ountry. sadjoining his farn was an inaustry, long since forgotten. WLids
a5 & cheese factory owned and operated by Mr. Shriver and his| fumily,

the quality of kis cheese was unexcelled, and the proof of it pus the
pating thereof, '

comedy 1ot
nber Lenry
Should you

SELLER'S TITLL MILL

North of bidney, on the s.te now occupied by the Monroe Toyuship
pgonsolidated school, stood another impu. tTant indusitry. Yhis wis o tile
111l owned and operated by Perry Sellers and any of the lirst|crainage
itches ia the county were constructed of tile made here., The|vile wus
auled to all the surrounding territories, and the hill at the seliool
house at present is caused by the rewoval of clay from which P¢rry Sellers
onstructed many miles of tile while the will was in operatioia, '

; #s we look back fifty years, or uore, on this litile town gurrounced
by forests and all manner of industries of that time, vihdeh noy all are
gone and forgotten, we think as tue poet who wroies "

"I've wandered to te viliuge, Tom I've sat beneaty the
tree, Upon the village playzround that sueltered  fou Wb
lie. BSut none were tuere to sreet me, Yowm, und fevw |were
left to know. That played w.th us upon tie green gome ifty
years ago"., ' ‘
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Sidney is located in the northern part of Jackson Tovnshil

3 o s gl S i - Gy Wil VIELS
Surveyed and plautted by Daniel paell, John Mowan, and Aaron glumplf, ia

- the autumn of 1881,

Gustavus 4, Biltz purctased the tirst lot, and erected a yeside
Suw mill in December. 1531, a farm nouse stood upon the pregent site of
vldney, in which resided Heary Goodyeur and family, '

Daniel Snell erected the first business house 14 1381, into which
Radcliff, Medanara =ng Coulpany opened w stock of general mergiundise,

¥rank B. Joe opened a hardware sitore in 1832, and Willisanm alingel a
harness shop the same year. The itirst blacksmith was Swiuel | artzog, the

first wagonmaker T, J, Twini.

Ly 2885, weymour Whitman erected a hovel, @nd opersted 1% pntdl the
autunn of 1886, when Willianm Klinger took possession, ' '

In 1882, Dr. . he Tancaster located in the villuge. lie
and his place filled by Doctors S T Loring and G. 3. H o0 pen
The latter opened the First stock of drugs in the now town,

o
.

Washington lessimore erected a vereliouse and began dealing| in prain

erected a large two Story building in 1354, and put in a larse stock oy
furniture. - 5 -

la 1890 there were threc stoves tiwt dewlt in general Heveiundlses

grocery sitores and such other establisiuients thut wade wloaey|a populawr
trading point. : :

Tne grain and lumber interests wvere lurge, and much MONCY Wud recelved
ai6 paic out in those departments.

District No. 2 School was standing inside tue Vilia e limifs when e
Town wus surveyed. There were twe toucners employed in 1856.¢
sciiolars in atlendance, ' i
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The post ofiice was estublished by 1832, with E. M. Radelifr
He resigned in 1384, and was ducceeded by Duniel Snell, who in
way to the dewoecractic appoedntee, P. B, lioe, -

There was only one churéh in Sldney In 1890, but it was u.
by the Christiaas, to whom the cilurch belonged, +the nevnoalsle, Ferm.n

baptists and Ifrogressive Brethern. 1o church was erected in 1834, 'Yic
Christian soclety was rsralzed in Hovember, 13886, the LeTthagibt gogiety

Ln august, 1886, and the Brethern in uepteuber of +tiut year.

—

This article was loaned out by ir. wand Hrs, Ralph VWalguauth, Shaney,
Indiana, ' :

- Daniel Snell, who had .een for mauy years, a larse coutractor ang illder



