Cemeteries provide valuable evidence
that helps to tell the history of a state, city,
or community. They contain more than
stone records of names and dates of people
who lived and died. If you look closely,
much more can be revealed about the
| people, their ways of life, and the times in
which they lived.

For example, a walk through Crown
Hill Cemetery is a lesson in Indiana history.
One U.S. president, three vice presidents,
ten Indiana governors, and fourteen mayors
of Indianapolis all lie with the nearly 176,000
others buried there.

The effects of sickness, epidemics, and
disasters can be studied by comparing
other evidence of such events with the
dates of burials in a cemetery. The rows of
even, white military markers are a visual
timeline of wars and battles in which the
United States has participated.

Symbols on gravestones of social
clubs, organizations, and secret societies
demonstrate how broadly such groups
affect society. The ethnicity of a community
can be determined by names and places of
birth given. Some gravestones in Indiana
are carved in foreign languages. The eco-
nomic condition of a community and its
citizens seem evident. Probably only the
wealthy could afford a beautifully carved
statue or majestic monument.

Poetry and praise on gravestones may
reveal emotions and the depth of love for an
individual. Griefmay be restrained or
Ppassionately declared. Religious preference
or personal philosophy may also be dis-
closed in the carvings of words and sym-
bols on gravestones.

The way a cemetery is cared for can
reveal the nature of the community. A well-
kept cemetery generally is a reflection of the
respect people have for their ancestors. It is
avisual statement that those who have
died are not forgotten. It is also a reminder

of the past, from which individuals and
communities have evolved into the present.
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Lucy Ann Seaton died of consumption [i
26,1864. Her death notice tnthe I

Known and unknown war
veterans are honored and
burled in cemeteries all over
Indiana. The Archives Divtsion,
Indiana Comunission on Public
Records, has a 1940 survey of
all veterans’ graves in the state.
See page 10.
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enduring faithfulness, as on this
Tippecanoe County stone.
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Some gravestones carty a message, like this
one in Greenbush Cemetery in Tippecanoce
County: “Her days are numbered, and in peace
sherests.”

WA o

] N ax B }_-" &

Ang. 33, 13

%

- BERE LR L

o 3HASS

\ 7

& GDr
Mg

L L The cut Umbs of a tree

i R trunk often symbolize

&) LRAN A > ‘ » lost loved ones, as in
This unusual Marion ( :ounty stone marks thegraues thiu‘eefemales. this T‘pmm
who were struck and killed by lightning, August 13, 1834. County example.

The Indiana Historian October, 1993




