


-and as this coneern is still in operati

History of Kosciusko County

JouN FREDERICK BEYER. Kosciusko County could claim no bet-
ter ecitizen and one of more distinetive achievements during the past
thirty-eight years than John Frederick Beyer of Warsaw. It was
Mr. Beyer who was the primary factor in establishing one of the
largest provision packing and commission firms in Northern Indiana,

on in Warsaw, there need be no
further reminder of his connection with that widely known com-
mercial enterprise. However, Mr. Beyer has made more than a com-
mereial success, and has been omne of the vital energizers and up-
builders in ‘the eounty and the City of Warsaw.

A native of Germany, he was born in the Kingdom of Hesse
Cassel, now a part of Prussia, October 17, 1850. He was one of a
family of five sons, whose parents were August and Mary (Bekhart)
Bever. His father died when his youngest child was three months
old, and the widow subsequently married George Pfeifer, by whom
she had four more children. '

Of the five sons, J. Frederick Beyer was the second. His older
brother is still living on a farm in Germany. Reared in an attraetive

rmany, after leaving the common or volk schools

section of rural Ge
he served a thorough five years’ apprenticeship in the blacksmith’s
trade. In 1869, at the age of nineteen, he came to America to visit

relatives. The steamer “Tonau’’ on which he made the passage
was twelve days in cyossing the Atlantic. In his company was his
prother Albert. He first went to Goshen, Indiana, where his relatives
were living, -and remained there seven years, 2 part of the time
working at his trade. However, it was while at Goshen that he laid
the foundation for his highly prosperous business career. He began
on a small scale and with hardly any capital, to collect and handle
butter and eggs, which he gathered up from local producers and
shipped to outside markets. This was the germ of the present
wholesale packing business of Beyer Brothers, with three main offices
at Warsaw, Kendallville and Rochester, and with commission houses
in New- York City, Boston and Providence, Rhode Island, besides nu-
merous branch establishments throughout the eountry. It would be
interesting if space permitted to give a-detailed history of the growth
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of this industry. It was started by Mr. Beyer with a capital of only
about $5,000 and with two wagons. It is now an incorporated com-
pany under the title Beyer Brothers Company, has a vast capital
employed, and its equipment includes hundreds of wagons and auto-
mobile trucks, and an independent refrigerator line. In the course
of time two more brothers, Christian C. and J. Edward, ecame to this
country and threw in their energies with the business.

It was in February, 1877, that Mr. Beyer came to Warsaw and
extended his business to this town. In the early days he had many
diffieulties to surmount, but by hard work, good business manage-
ment and’ indomitable energy succeéded beyond his most sanguine
expectations. Gradually, however, he withdrew from the active
management of the packing business. It was not a retirement from
business altogether, since in the meantime he conceived the idea of
establishing an educational and pleasure park at Winona Lake.
Toward that end he acquired extensive tracts of land along the
eastern shore of the lake, and then in 1888, with his brothers, founded
Spring Fountain Park. Their first enterprise there was a creamery,
and they also built a hotel. After a few years, in. 1895, Spring
Fountain Park was sold to the Winona Assembly and has ever sinece
been the beautiful grounds of what is probably the most noted and
best attended chautauqua assembly in the eountry. Though he sold
the property, Mr. Beyer was asked to remain as superintendent of
the grounds. He has ever since been actively identified with the
assembly, and mueh ecredit is due him for the splendid condition of
the park and facilities with which thousands and thousands of peo-
ple become acquainted every year. In a hardly less important man-
ner Mr. Beyer has been a prominent factor in the making of modern
Warsaw. He has been a liberal contributor to a]l worthy enterprises.
Coming to America with but little means at his command, unae-
quainted with the language and customs of the people, he has been
wonderfully prosperous, but better still has acquired an honest name
and commands universal respect.

In polities he is a republican, though he has never aspired for
political office. Fraternally he is affiliated with the Knights of
Pythias and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. On
December 15, 1877, he married Miss Anna M. Miller, daughter of
-Jacob Miller, who was born in Pennsylvania and spent many years
of his career in Elkhart County, Indiana. The children of Mr. and
Mrs. Beyer are: Mae E.. Carl F. and Harold R. Mr. and Mrs.
Beyer are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. TIn later
vears Mr. Beyer has devoted much of his attention to farming and
stock raising, and is onc of the most extensive cultivators of crops
and general agricultural enterprise in this seetion of Indiana. He
owns about 500 acres. comprising a splendid country estate near
Warsaw, where he spends most of his time, and he also operates about
700 other acres, largely in Koseinsko County.

James A. Coox. Onc of the first of the hardy vioneers to settle
in what is now Koseiusko County was John Cook. who beeame widely
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a young | and married. They have three children— ,..:: AGH
ylvania, | Ethel, Thomas and Florence. Mr. Warner :\.' :*.':
v. Her | affiliates with the Republican party, and both ..‘i: i
Walton | himself and wife are members of the Meth- :’.14 :"' ;
rn Jan- | odist Episcopal church. In the fall of 1885 :.‘,: :,':
ber 29, | he built the frame hotel of eighteen rooms, ."..:. ;-'l,i
msylva- | at o cost of $2,500. It is neatly and appro- ','.q: ."!’l;
L., born | priately furnished, and whoever desires the m, i
Albert | quiet and enjoyment of a country village
‘Ivania; | cannot find pleasanter accommodations. Mr.
wife of | Warner built the first hotel in North Webster,
rdiana; althongh his father, Thomas K. Warner
. Lillie | and Henry Strombeck had accommodated’
Ivester | travelers at their residences in former yearz,
., born
886, to (‘3; 2448 2
ounty;
/, died | AFOIN FREDERICK BEYER, of thefirm k!
rember of Beyer Brothers, wholesale produce e
, 1874, wc dealers and shippers, of Warsaw, was :J: :
- well- | born near Hessen Cassel, Germany, in 1850. i
on 29. | He was reared in his native place until he was "-J:
in the | nineteen years of age, and had learned the :H:
us and | trade of blacksmithing. At that age he and ! ;
fe are | 4 younger brother immigrated to the UI:u'ted :l':i
hureh, | States, landing at Castle Garden, New York. ! :
Dbbath- | ip October, 1869. From there he went to ;
rector, | Goshen, Indiana, where he worked at lis L,
V. | trade one year, then became an employé in
shipping butter and eggs for George Freese
for about three years. He then became as-
sociated with Mr. Freese in the same busi-
tor of | ness, under the firm name of Freese & Beyer.
n that | In the meantime they opened a Dusiness
e was | house at Warsaw. In 1878 Mr. Beyer pur-
ion in | chased the interest of Mr. Freese at Warsaw,
strict. | and in the same year his brothers, Cyrus C.
high | and John E.. became associated with Lim, and
Octo- | the firm Dbecame Beyer Brothers. They do
2, who | an extensive business in shipping produce,
ugust | butter and eggs to New York markets. They
e-LLmu- ' have braneh business houses at North Man-

eared [chester, Rochester, Columbia City, Goshen,
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they built the Big Eagle Creamery, near
Warsaw, on the east ghore of Eagle Lale,
where they own 160 acres of land, and with
an outlay of 830,000 they are fitting up a
sminmer resort, which, from its numerons .
springs, is named “Spring Fountain Park,”
and with other attructions. in the shape of
fountain flower gardens and conservaturies,
ther are now erecting an appropri=te build-
ing for the great listorical painting, the
panorams of the siege of Chatfanooga Ten-
nessee, inc]uding Lookout Mountain and Mis- |
siongry Ridge, painted on 15,000 square feet
of eqnvas, by Professor ITarry J. Ke]]ogg, the |
American historical painter. Decem-
15, 1877, My Beyer was married at
Goslien to Miss Anna M. Miller, daughter of :
Jacol and Anna G. (Eckllart) Miller, of
Goshen. They have two children—l\Iay L.
and Qarl Frederick. Himself and wite are
members of the Methodist EpiscopaI chureh |
at Warsaw, and he is a member of Forest !
Lodge, No. 46, K. of P.. Warsaw,

great
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A EORGE B, HOOPIN’GARI\'ER, M. ).,
: of Sidney, is a native of Indiana, Lorn
<+ i Iamilton, Stenben County, Septem-

ber 18, 1856. e is the first son of Dr. ..

J. and| Ellen (Brown) Iloopingarner,

natives

of Ohlo, the father Lorn April 3, 1824, of 1loopin:
German descent, and the mother of Scotch ——ADbig:
and Irigh parentage, the date of ler birth 1885

being March 3, 1885, They were married at
Canal Fulton, Ohio, in 1850, and in 1854 re-
moved to Hamilton, Indiana, where the tather
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HISTORY OF KOSCIUSEO COUNTY.

chester to Miss Mary E. Willis, who died at
the same place in 1863, leaving at her death
one child—Willie B., of North Manchester,
Robert having died at North Manchester
when four years of age. He was married to
his present wife, Miss Rachel Shoemaker, at
Pierceton. in 1869. and to this union have been
born six children—Elsie May, Charles, Lizzie,
Frank, Amie, and Josie, who died in infancy.
Mrs. Foster is a member ot the Presbyterian
church at Pierceton. Mr. Foster is an Odd
Fellow, belonging to the lodge, encampment
and canton. He is past grand, past high
priest, and a past lieutenant of the Canton
Warsaw, No. 5, and chief of staft of the
Department of the State of Indiana, with the
rank of lieutenant-colonel. He is also a
comrade of John Murray Post No. 124,
G. A. R., of Pierceton, of which he is a past
post commander. He has been foreman of
Alert Fire Company, No. 1, of Pierceton,
since its organization in 1876.

Gedrat

mrOHON EDWARD BEYER was born
'@ Mareh 16, 1858, at Gensungen, Hessen
3¢ (astle, Germany, where he was reared
until fourteen years of age, when he came to
America, landing at Castle Garden, New
York, Augnst 28, 1872. He first located at
Goshen, Indiana. and was employed by George
Freese, dealer in produce, and was thus em-
ployed until February 2, 1877, when he came
to Warsaw and engaged with Freese & Beyer,
his brother being one of the firm, where he
remained until January 1, 1878, when he be-
came associated with his brothers, J. I. and
C. C. Beyer, under the firm name of Beyer
Brothers, dealers in produce, butter and eggs
at Warsaw. His early educational advant-
ages were very limited, having attended the
public schools at Goshen only a few months.

November 13, 1884, he: was married near
Warsaw to Miss Irena Belle Oldfa.ther,-,,
danghter of Adam and Caroline (Berger'
Oldfather, of Wabash County, Indiana, Ther;

| have one child—Earl Edward. They are bot

members of the Methodist Episcopal church
at Warsaw. 1MMr. Beyer is a member of For.
est Lodge, No. 46. K. of P., and of Kose
usko Division, No. &, uniformed rank K. of P/
He is part proprietor of the Big Eagie Crea e
ery and Spring Fountain Park, mentioned in
the sketch of his brother, J. I. Beyer.
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= IRAM FINTON, a mason and plaste:
 living in Washington Towuship, is_
=!{ native of Logan County, Ohio, bo:
near Roundhead, December 10, 1837, a &
of John and Elizabeth (Wolt) Finton, ‘
were both natives of Pennsylvania, the fath
of Trish, and the mother of German descen
The mother died when our subject was a
old, her death occurring in 1838, and in 184
the father came with his family to Koscins!
County, settling in Washington Townshi
He was a farmer by occupation, which avoe
tion he followed till within a few years befo
his death, when he engaged in the me
tile business at Wooster, Washington To
ship. For years he served as justice of
peace of Washington Township, where
was an honored and respected citizen.
death occurred in 1858. Hiram Fintof,
subject of this sketch, was eight years
age when he accompanied his father to
ciusko County, and he was reared 08
father’s farm in Washington Town
When eighteen years old he began W
at masonry and plastering, Wbi‘!h he
since made his principal occupation-
married in Tippecance Townsitip,
County, September 17, 1861, to M
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